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Set 1

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minuies each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. Ifyou wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Banyan trees

Banyan trees are still a fairly common sight in
Hong Kong. Owing to their irregular size and inferior
wood, they have never really been cut down for
commetcial use. However, as the population of Hong
Kong grows, more and more of these trees are being cut
down to make way for big development projects.

Banyan trees have many special qualities and so
have a unique place in many people’s hearts, In the right
conditions, they can live for more than 500 years and can
grow as tall as 20 metres and as wide as 30 metres. They
grow vertical reots from the branches and these roots
absorb nutrients and moisture from the air, For years
banyan trees have survived typhoons, floods, water
shortages and rampant development in Hong Kong. It is
no surprise then that many people regard the banyan as a
symbo! of strength, endurance, determination and long

Due to their enormous size and large number of
leaves, banyans form a natural shade from the sun. It is
common to see groups of people congregating under
these trees.. In fact, in many villages the shady area
under the tree acts as a town hali where people hold
discussions about local affairs. The ftrees are also
gathering places where people play chess, relax and chat
with others. Banyans are natural noise barriers and they
substantially reduce the traffic noise from Hong. Kong’s
busy roads.

Some people in Hong Kong are starting to get

- worried about the future of banyan trees as more and

more are disappearing, University of Hong Kong

" geography professor and tree preservationist, Jim Chi-

g, thinks that these trees are part of our natural
history. He strongly believes that they should be
protected as they are becoming extremely rare and are

life.
a very valuable to Hong Kong.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tota! thme: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

A property development company has bought a site next to your school and intends to cut down several mature trees there,
including some old banyans, as part of its redevelopment plans. You are members of the Student Union and are meeting to
discuss a campaign to save the trees.

You should discuss why it is necessary to stop the destruction of trees in Hong Kong and plan sorne activities for the campaign.
You may also like to think of ways of making other people aware of your campaign.

You do not need to come to a finul decision or 1o reach a conclusion 10 your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You canniot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have (o discuss. If you have any questions,
. you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable port of your group discussion, and will be assessed,
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Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentatton in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opitions or ideas. : :

Protect our trees

April 22nd, 2005 was Earth Day. On that day, the
Conservancy Agency (CA) in Hong Kong launched a
signature campaign to save Hong Kong’s trees.  As part
of this campaign, members of the CA asked the public to
sign recycled-paper leaves, which were then hung on
large cardboard trees in Chater Garden. This act was to
show support for tougher legislation to protect Hong
Kong’s large and historical trees.

Trees in Hong Kong are often treated as if they
are not living objects. When a tree is in the way of a
development project, it is frequently cut down. This is
because ' laws regarding the protection of trees are
inadequate and no single department is responsible for
their welfare. Instead, various departments offer their
own guidelines and this leads to contradictory
information. The CA wants trees to become the
responsibility of onc department so that the rules are

Professor Jim Chi-yung, head of the Geography

Department at the University of Hong Kong, has been -

fighting to protcct Hong Kong’s flora for 20 years. He
says, ‘Trees are extremely important for our health as
they absorb carbon dioxide and pollutants and they
rclease oxygen. They also provide a habitat for wildlife,
stop landslides and generally make life much more
pleasant. ~Without trees the global ecosystem would -

collapse.’

Legislator Choy So-yuk has been trying to
intraduce new legislation to protect our city’s trees since
she joined Legco. She has some success stories. ‘A
developer in Kennedy Town was forced to redesign an

“gstate so that a Chinese banyan tree could be saved.’

Unfortunately, she admits that this was a rare case. ‘I
remember 13 beautiful wall trees on Caine Road
disappearing avernight as the government said they were

clear. They think a law that protects urban trees on the unsafe.’
 basis of rarity, history and size should be introduced.

Part Twao — Group Discussion (Toral time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

A property development company has bought a site next to your school and intends to cut down several mature trees there,
including some old banyans, as part of its redevelopment plans. You are members of the Student Union and are meeting to
discuss a campaign to save the trees.

You should discuss why it is necessary to stop the destruction of trees in Hong Kong and plan some activities for the campai gn .
You may also like to think of ways of making other people aware of your campaign.

You do not need o come 1o a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. S

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have lo discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed. ‘
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Candidate C

. Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Tree tales

Most people agree that trees are pretty to look at
and that they play a vital part in our ecosystem.
However, some trees also play a special role in Hong
Kong’s history. ‘One of these is the famous wishing tree
near Tai Po and another is the heung, or incense tree.

" People have been visiting the famous wishing tree
in Lam Tsuen for years, but do you know why? About
30 years agp, a mother was worried about her son’s
academic results so she went to a banyan tree, sat down
next to it and prayed for her son. Apparently, her son’s
grades improved and word spread about the tree’s special
powers. People soon started writing their wishes on red,
gold and green paper sheets tied to oranges and threw
them on to the branches. If the orange stayed in the tree
rather than falling to the ground, the wishes would be
granted. The tree soon found a place in all of the Hong

The name ‘Hong Kong’, which means Fragrant
Harbour, originates from the heung tree, which is also
very special. During the Sung Dynasty (619-970 AD)
these trees were planted all over the New Territories and
their sweet smelling resin was harvested and made into
incense, which was exported to the mainland. Different
parts of the tree are also used to make joss sticks, paper
and Chinese medicine. Even though the heung tree is
endangered on the mainland, it remains common in the
New Territories. So, recently there have been cases of
gangs cutting down these trees and transporting them to
sell on the mainland.

Judy Lim, a local conservationist says, ‘We are
lucky to have such diverse flora and fauna in Hong
Kong. We should look afier these trees as they make
Hong Kong a special place.”

Kong guidebooks and became a major tourist attraction.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
A property development company has bought a site next to your school and intends to cut down several mature trees there,
. including some old banyans, as part of its redevelopment plans. You are members of the Student Union and are meeting fo
discuss a campaign to save the trees.

You should discuss why it is necessary to stop the destruction of trees in Hong Kong and plan some activities for the campaign.
You may also like to think of ways of making other people aware of your campaign.

You do not need to come fo a final decision or to reach a conclusion io your discussion. You should wy to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any quesiions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part 0ne Individual Presentations (1% Zminutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basns for your presentanon, but should make’ thc presentatmn in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. .- :

Tree terrorism

Terrorism is a big threat in the world today and

Hong Kong is no exception. However, . the terrorism in

our city is of a completely different nature to that which

took place in New York and London.
victims in Hong Kong.

People nermally cut down trees to sell or to make
way for a new development but this is not always the
e. . In July last year, almost 190 trees in Tai Lam
Country Park near Yuen Long were mysteriously cut
down. This case left detectives puzzied as they could not
identify a motive. Lister Cheung, chief executive of the
Conservancy Association (CA), mentions that trees may
be cut down when they block a big project. ‘A large
banyan tree at a Tsuen Wan development site was
allegedly poisoned so that it eventually became weak and
fell down in a typhoon.® He thinks behaviour such as this
is fairly common. :

Trees are the .

There are no strict laws in Hong Kong protecting
trees and sometimes, developers chop down frees on
their sites if they block planned development. Cheung
Kong (Holdings) is developing a new luxury hotel on the
site of the former Marine Police Headquarters in Tsim
Sha Tsui. There were 192 old trees on the original site,

- and Cheung Kong cut down more than 140 of them.

In order to protect our trees and fight back against
tree terrorists, the CA is calling on the public and schools
to adopt local trees. Volunteers could take photographs
of their trees and report any suspicious activity. Lister
Cheung calls these people ‘Green Spies’! He thinks the
key to saving trees is public support. ‘If we can make
use of this huge manpower, we’ll be able to stop
irresponsible developers at an- carly stage. If the
govemnment is persuaded to introduce tougher legislation, .
it will only be becanse of greater public environmental

awarencess.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Toul time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

A property development company has bought a site next to your school and intends to cut down several mature trees there
including some old banyans, as part of its redevelopment plans. You are members of the Student Union and are meeting to
discuss a campaign to save the trees. '

You should diseuss why it is necessary to stop the destruction of trees in Hong Kong and plan some activities for the campaign.
“You may also like to think of ways of making other people aware of your campaign.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
- content and pmcedures imvolved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any quesnons about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
_you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Set 2

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part Ong — Individual Presentations . (1%-2 minuates eacl)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Ghost stories

All over the world, ghost stories are part of local
culture. However, people’s attitudes towards ghosts can
vary greatly. In Britain, guests have reported seeing
ghosts in hotels, and some people who witness them
cannot wait to check out and move into a hotel that is not
haunted. In contrast, others consciously choose to stay in
hotels that are supposedly haunted in the hope that they
sce something supernatural!

Ghuost stories from Britain are extremely common.
One such story is about George, who bought a house in
England that was over 400 years old. ‘It needed a lot of
repair 5o | hired some builders to do the work. Because
there was no electricity in the house, I used to visit the
local pub for my evening meal but one night, when I got
home, I was amazed to find a boiling kettle and a cup of
tea waiting for me. This happened on three occasions.’
So why was this unusual? The kettle boiled even though

there was no electricity in the house and all the builders
had aiready left. This was clearly a friendly ghost, but
other ghosts are not so welcoming.

In southern England, police are investigating
seven sirange accideits that have taken place on the
same country road. Each accident is the same. A
woman crosses the road right in front of a moving car.
‘She looked straight at me as she crossed and was
dressed in clothes from the 1930°s; I hit her at full
speed,’ said one driver.

However, this was no ordinary accident. Seven
different drivers have reperted hitting this same woman
on seven separate occasions. Each time their story was
exactly the same; they stammed en their brakes, crashed
into the woman and skidded off the road, only to find
that the ghostly woman had vanished!

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tota! time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your group are members of the Student Council and you are meeting to plan an exhibition at your school on the theme
of ghosts and the supernaturat to celebrate Halloween. You are meeting to decide how to organise the event.

You may like to start the discussion by sharing your views on ghosts and supematural tales. Then discuss the types of displays
and exhibits that you would like to include in the exhibition to make it appealing to students from all forms. Justify your
answers and suggestions. :

You do rot need to come to a final decision or 1o reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
_content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions ahout the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yowrselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

- NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

2006 AS Use of English Section D



| DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE -
Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

N Part One — Individual Presentations (1%-2 mimites each)

‘Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Ghost writers

collection of stories is known as the Goosebumps series,
is hugely popular with local students.

"Mrs. Lim wanted her children to develop a
reading habit when they were young, so she encouraged
them to read lots of different books, from novels to
thrillers and even biographies. However, there was one
type of book that she would never allow her children to

Stine’s books have strange titles such as, Say
. Cheese and Die, and these ghost stories are full of

read. ‘I never let them read ghost stories, partly for
religious reasons but mainly because those types of
books are nonsense!’ A few years later, she changed her
mind when her daughter got a part in the school play.
Ironically, she played the part of a ghost in one of

colourful characters and interesting plots. ‘These books
make ghosts and monsters fun,’ said one Form Two
student. The writer says that all his ideas come from a
combination of memory and imagination. Stine tries to.
remember the things that scared him when he was young

Shakespeare’s greatest plays — Macheth. and then writes about them. He has been known to write
C abook in just eight days.

‘1 did not realise just how important ghosts have

been in literature,” said Mrs. Lim. In fact, some of the

~ world’s most famous authors have written ghost stories,
A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens featured the
ghosts of Christmas past, present and future. The know what makes us afraid,” said Mrs. Lim’s daughter,
fearsome vampire, Dracula, came from a book by Bram Mary. Her mother even borrows Mary’s ghost stories
Stoker. R.L. Stine, a modern ghost story writer whose now! :

Perhaps this is why ghost stories remain so
popular with readers of all ages. ‘I like the feeling of
being scared by a good ghost story, and the best writers

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your group are members of the Student Council and you are meeting to plan an exhibition at your school on the theme
of ghosts and the supernatural to celebrate Halloween. You are meeting to decide how to organise the event. :

You may flike to start the discussion bj/ sharing your views on ghosts and supernatural tales. Then discuss the types of displays
and exhibits that you would like to include in the exhibition to make it appealing to students from all forms. Justify your.
answers and suggestions.

* You do not need to come to a f inal decision or to reach a conclusion to your a'ucus.uon You should try to discuss both the
content and prncadures involved in your discussion task. You canrot lake notes or write during the discussion.

. The examiners cannot ans_wer any questiom‘ ahbout ihe instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,’
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY -
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One - Individual Préséntati_ons - (1% =2 minutes eaclt)

Read the fol]owmg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentatlon but should make the presentatton in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. :

Gh_osts on the screen

Ghost, or horror films ha\},e been one of the most

popular types of film to come out of Hollywood. Indeed, -

the ghost genre dates back to the '1930°s when films
about vampires and other supernatural beings started to
appear on a regular basis. Since then, a new film seems
to be made every year that promises to be ‘scarier’ than
any film made before and cinemas are full of people who
_pay to get frightened! Overseas films like The Sixth
"Sense and The Ring have been enormously successful

locally, and in examining the Hong Kong film industry, it
- s surprising to see how many ghost films are made.

‘Over the last twenty years, two styles of movie
have dominated Hong Kong cinemas: the triad film and
the horror film,’ said one film critic. People’s fascination
with ghosts and the spirit world seems to be the reason
for the large number of films based on ghost stories made

movies they are less frightening and more appea[ing,
said one film fan.

Hong Kong ghost films are often adaptations of
successful American or Japanese movies. For example,
one of the most popular local ghost films, 4 Chinese
Ghost Story, was a romantic ghost story based on the
Hollywood blockbuster Ghost. . '

However, local ghost films ofien contain special

- features that make them unique. For example, vampires

may p'ossess marlial arts skills and ‘are able to fight
enemies. In other films the ghosts can be cute girls.

- Celebrities, such as the Twms, have starred in action-

packed vampire films such as The Twins Effect. This
film was very popular. with Hong Kong teenagers. It
seems that ghosts, whether real or made for the cmema,
play a big part in Hong Kong life.

each year. “We respect and fear ghosts in real life but in

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 16 minutes discussion)

You and your group are members of the Student Council and ybu are mesting to plan an exhibition at your school on the theme
of ghosts and the supernatural to celebrate Halloween. You are meeting to decide how to-organise the event. S

“You may like to start the discussion by shanng your views on ghosts and supernatural tales. Then discuss the types of displays
and exhibits that you would like to include in the exhibition to make it appealmg to students from all forms. Justlfy your
answers and suggestions. :

You do not need to come to a final decision or (0 reach a conc!usron to your discussion. You should try io.discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the dzscusuon S

The examiners cannot answer any qu&stmnv about the instructions or the task pou have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yaw'vel'vev and ihar will be an accepiable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

" NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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: Preparaﬁon Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

‘Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

.Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your prescntation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or idcas.

‘Local ghosts

Although Hong Kong does noi have a long
_ history, there are numerous stories about ghosts, and they
play a very important part in local beliefs. The Hungry
Ghosts festival is an obvious example. During this
festival, ghosts are said to retumn to earth. Believers burn
paper money and other offerings to appease these restless
spirits.

[t seems that lots of people in Hong Kong are
fascinated with the afterlife. On Cheung Chau Island, a
block of holiday flats has attracted a number of curious
visitors. Twenty people have committed suicide in these
flats in the past mine years. People belicve that the
apartments are haunted, and this has turned them inko a
kind of ‘ghost-town’ attraction. Young people frequently
book rooms there in the hope that they may at least caich

An academic at the Chinese University reported
that students cnjoy telling ghost stories to freshmen.
There are two famous ghost stories on the campus. One
is of a girl who continued to prepare soup for her
boyfriend even after her death. The other is the tale of a
faceless old woman who walks the campus at night. One
fina! year student said, ‘Many vew students stay up at
night to try and see the ghosts, but these stories are just
tales, like legends. Real ghost staries are different.”

‘Real’ ghost stories seem to invelve peoplc who
have died in unfortunate circumstances. Hong Kong taxi
drivers tell the story of a young gitt who stops them for a
ride on a dark road. When the driver reaches the
destination, he turns to see that the girl has disappeared
from the back seat. A few years ago, a young girl was

killed on her way to that same destination. Do you -

a glimpse of the ghosts.
believe in ghosts or are they all just imaginary?

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Toial time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and YOUr group are members of the Student Council and you are meeting to plan an exhibition at your school on the theme
of ghosts and the supematural to celebrate Halloween. You are meeting to decide how to organise the event. . : :

You may hke to start the discussion by shdrmg your views on ghosts and supernatural tales. Then discuss the types of dlsp[ays
and exhibits 'that you would hke to include in the exhibition to make it appealing to smdents from all forms. Justify your
answers and suggestmns _

. You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion 1o your discussion. You shauld try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. :

. The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the lask you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
. you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate A

Set 3

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations © . (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage; ‘You may _rriake notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but shouid make the presentation m
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.. - o ' : : S

- Why whales?

Whales play an important role in the life of the
ocean as they serve as indicators of the health and well-
being of the whole marine ecosystem. - However, many
species of whale may hecome extinct in the next decade
if we do not do something to protect them. -

Whales are at risk for a number of reasons.
Pollution of the seas has seriously damaged their habitat.
. Many whales lose their lives when they collide with
ships and others die when they become entangled in
fishermen’s nets. .- However, hunting or commercial
whaling is still the major cause of the decrease in the
number of whales in the ocean.

While - some *countries are. strongly against
whaling, others, for example Japan and Norway, feel that
it is part of their history and that it is culturally and
economically important.  Mr. Momatsu has been
working on whaling ships for years, in the same way that

his father and grandfather did before him. He says,
‘Whale meat is delicious. My family has been eating it
for years. It is full of nutrients and is very good for our
health. Many people depend on the whaling industry to
make a living. What is wrong with that? At the end of
the day, whales are only animals.’ S

The International Whaling Commission (JWC)
imposed a ban on commercial whaling in 1985
However, some countries still continue with this practice.
In 2004, Japan, Norway, Iceland, Korea and the Soviet
Union killed more than 6000 whales between them. John
Palmer a marine biologist in Australia says, ‘These
countries should rethink their actions. They should
organise whale-watching trips. They could make more
money than by hunting whales. In fact, whale watching
is such a popular activity in Australia these days that it
has really boosted the economy. Last year 1.5 million
people went on whale-watching trips.’

Part Two — Group Discussion ' (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

- You arc volunteers for the charity Animals Asia. You want to educate students and their families about the worl of the charity
and at the same time raise money for it. : :

You are meeting to decide how you can raise students’ awareness of the different animals which are suffering or facing
extinction in the world. You also need to decide on a fund-raising activity to hold in your school which will involve the whole
commueity. ' : ' : ' ’

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannat take rites or write during the discussion. o

The examiners cannol answer. ary questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

~ NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate B

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One Individual Presentailons (I%-Z minutes eacl)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentanon in.
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opmlons or ideas. .

Say no to shark’s fin

a responsibility to educate them and to put out a posmve -
message regarding conservation.’ :

The shark's fin debate has ‘been alive in Hong
Kong for years but last year the controversy heated vp
when it was discovered that Disneyland was planning 0

put shark’s fin soup on the menu at ifs resoit hotel.

. Disneyland -‘wanted to respect Chinese tradition by
altowing wedding banguets to include shark’s fin soup.

Popuiations of most shark species are declining in -
number. In fact some have declined by more than 80% -
since the mid 1970%s and others are being pushed to the
edge of extinction.. Marine biologists say there is strong
evidence that demand for shark’s fin soup is responsible

A spokesperson for Disnmeyland said, ‘We cannot
overlook the fact that the resort is located in Hong Kong

" and for many loca! people shark’s fin is an important part
of a wedding celebration.’

for this decline. They also condemn the practice of
‘finning’. Shark fios are sticed from the fish, which are
-then thrown back into the sea and left to dic a painful
decath. Joan Li a conservationist explains, ‘Fishermen are -
only interested in the fins as the actual shark meathasa "} -
low commercial value’ She also adds, ‘Hong Kong
people should put people power into practice and should
refuse to attend dinners with shark’s fin on the memu
The govemment should also impose a tax on shark’s fin
consumptlon

Many local people were outraged by this remark.

Felix Chan, a well-known chef says, ‘Consuming shark’s
fin is just a way of showing your high status in society.
It is commonly served at wedding banquets but there is

- no special meaning to it, It is simply a show of wealth
and reflects a lack of concem for marine life.” He added
that Disneytand’s target audience is children and it bears

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion) . .~

and at the same time raise money for it.

You are meeting to decide ow you cen raise students” awareness of the different animals which are suffering or facing .
extinction in the world.  You also need to decide on a fund-raising activity to hold in your school which will involve the whole
community

Yoy do not need to come 1o a fmal decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both rhe
content nnd procedures mvolved in your discussion task., You cannot toke notes or write durmg the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss.’ !f you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

You are volunteers for the charity Animals Asia. You want to educate students and their families about the work of the charity -

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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. Préparation Time = (Total time: 10 mim?tes)

. Part One — Individual Pfesentations_ (1%—-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes 1o use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the preseatation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. :

Moon bears

Asiatic black bears, also known as ‘moon bears’
because of the white moon-shaped. marking on their
chest, are almost cxtfinct in parts of Asia. The main
reason for this is not because their homes are being
destroyed to make way for big developments, or because
they are hunted for their meat or their fur. The reality is
that these bears produce bile, one of the most valuable
ingredients in traditional Chinese medicine.

Once captured, these bears are taken to factory
farms where they live out their days in cages so small
that they can barely tumn round or even stand up. When
the bears are three years old, a tube is inserted into their
gallbladder to remove the bile. This tube will never be
removed and it causes the bears a lot of pain and

There are now officially 247 bear farms across
China, housing an estimated total of 7,000 bears.
Practitioners of traditional medicine report that the bile
can be used o treat a range of ailments, including life-
threatening cancers and serious liver problems.
However, animal rights groups insist that the practice is
not only inhumane, but unnecessary as- there are
recognised medical alternatives to bile.

Jill Robinson of Animals Asia visited a bear farm
in Guangdong and was shocked and upset by the
miserable conditions the bears live in and the crueity
they endure. She said, ‘The bears show their distress by
banging their heads against the sides of the cages and
biting their paws until they become sore and start to
bleed.” JilI has set up a bear sanctuary in Sichuan, which

suffering, Every day the liquid is drained out and sold
for its healing qualities. : is now home to 58 rescued bears. She hopes to raise
more money through sponsorship and free more bears

from the cruel farms. :

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tozal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You are volunteers for the charity Animals Asia. You want to educate students and their families about the work of the charity
and at the same time raise money for it. -

You arec meeting to decide how you can raise students’ awareness of the different animals which are suffering or facing
extinction in the world. You also need to decide on a fund-raising activity to hold in your school which will involve the whole
community.

You da not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved inyour discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

~ NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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‘CandidateD | o

'Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

. Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Fur capital of the world

Fur is in fashion again and the trade is booming
on the mainland. In fact, China is the fastest growing fur
exporter in the world. It is estimated that 80% of all fur
coats are manufactured in China. It is probably no
surprise that Hong Kong, with its passion for luxury
items and fashionable goods, is the biggest buyer of fur
in the world. . :

Tan Jiyou owns a rabbit farm which employs 100
people and kills about.2 million rabbits a year. . His
nickname is ‘Rabbit King of Jiangsu’. He thinks the fur
trade is good for local people as they can eam more
money from fur than from traditional farming. He says,
“Ten years ago, this was a poor town of farmers and
bicycles. Now we are arich town.’

Animal welfare groups, sich as Animals Asia, are

an snimal welfare policy so the animals have no
protection,” says Jimmy Chan, an animal welfare
campaigner. ‘Fur farming anywhere in the world is
inhumane, but in China it is exceptionally cruel.” He
says that animals such as foxcs and rabbits are kept in
tiny, dark cages with insufficient room to even tum
around. At around six months of age they are killed in
extremely cruel ways. Some have their heads cut off

" with huge scissors, others are beaten with bamboo sticks.

The lucky ones are electrocuted.

Animals Asia hopes that now China has joined
the WTO, the eyes of the world will be on China and this
may move the govemment to introduce legislation to
ensure animals are humanely treated. ‘Fur is a luxury '
item. We don't need it. There are many other synthetic
alternatives that ook attractive and keep us warm,’ says

homified by the lack of regulations and the. cruelty the

June Smith, spokesperson for Animals Asia.
trade involves. ‘The problem is that China doesn’t have -

- Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
You are volunteers for the charity Animals Asia. You want te educate students and their families about the work of the charity
and at the same time raise money for it. :

" You are mecting to decide how you can raise students’ awareness of the different animals which are suffering or facing
extinction in the world. You also need to decide on a fund-raising activity to held in your school which will involve the whole
- commuaity. : :

You do not need to come to d final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss hoth the
content and procedures invalved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or write during the discussion.

" The examiners cannot answer any guestions about the instructions or the task you have 1o discuss.” If you have any’ questions, -
- you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate A

'Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

~ Part One — Individual Presentations . (11/,-2 miinutes each)

Reacl the following passage. You may make notes 1o use as the bams for your presemauon but should make the prcscntatlon in
your ownt words. If you w1sh you can add your own opinions or tdeas :

All at sea

In the modern world, the time it takes to travel . restaurants, theatres and even a golfl range. These days,
between couniries has been made shorter thanks to the - other larger cruise ships have becen built and operate all
specd and convenience of aeroplaneés. However, some over the globe, ensuring that tourists can take a leisurely
people who have more time to spend on a journey, prefer and stately voyage to some of‘ the world’s most popular
the luxury of a cruise. Ocean liners offer passengers a places. .
very different experience’ compared with other forms of :
travel. For a starl, cruises can last from a few days to For many passengers, the advantage of taking a --
nine months and passengers enjoy all the facilitics of a cruise is that they can stop at many different places
deluxe hotel except for the fact that they are at sea. during the holiday. David and Ann saw ninc European
C o , : : _ ' cities in 16 days on their cruise. Here in Hong Kong,

For David and Ann, a holiday on the liner, Queen travel agencies market. cruise packa,eq which provide
Elizabeth [T (QE2), fulfilled all their expectations. They . local people w1th a similar experience in South East
were celebrating their 45th wedding anniversary and - Asia. : : : :
wanted to do something special. ‘We looked at various o : : : -
holiday packages but my wife had always dreamt of the One local travel agent commented that cruiscs are -
QE2. It was expensive but we decided to buy the holiday popular because they allow péople to escape the rat race
of a lifetime!” The QE2 is onc of the most famous cruise of city life. For some people, though, a sea cruise is

- liners, having been in service for 37 years. It can carry frichtening. ‘After seeing Titanic, 1 prefer dry fand!’

over 1000 passengers and has multiple pools, cinemas, said one person.

Part Two — Group Discussion (Total time: 2 min‘utes pfeparation, 10 minutes discussion) -

- Your class is planning to organise a trip after the A-Level examination to relax and get classmates together befare you all j _]0!(1
university. .

You are. meetm" to plan the trip. You should discuss some of the places in the world that your classmates would enjoy
travelling to and decide on the most exciting destiration, You should also talk about the most mterestmg ways to get there.
Just1fy your chowm with logical arguments. .

You do not need to come to a f inal decision or to reach a conclusion (o your dzvcu.sszon You should ny to dlscuss both the
content and procedures mvolvea’ in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions abozu the instructions or the task you have lo discuss. If you have any questlons,
you may discuss them among yourve!ve.s and thai wm’ be an acceprabie parl of your group d;scussron and will be assessed.

~ NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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- Candidate B -

: Prepafat_i_on Time . (Total time: 10 minutes)

" Part One — Individual Presentations | (1%—2 minutes each)

. Read the follcrwmg passage You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentatmn in
; your own words If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Taking the train
Trains are a great way for travellers to really “threc other people and said it was very crowded. His
enjoy the different landscapes of countries. They can advice to other travellers is not o carry too much
relax while looking out of the window and enjoy the - baggage because there is limited space in the
passing scenery. Unlike flying, there is actually a view compartments. : '
and passengers can take advantage of the stops at S : :
different stations and look around. The only drawback is Space is not a problem on another famous' train
‘the time that is needed to enjoy a long train trip. Yet, for journey, however. The Eastern and Oriental Express is
those who travel for the pleasure of the jourmey, one seen as one of the most Tnxurious ways of seeing the Far
. railway j joumcy stands out. East as it travels slowly from Thailand down to
Singapore. All rooms have air conditioning, showers,
The Trans-Siberian Rallway is regarded as the toilets and passengers are treated to delicious meals and
greatest rail jouney in the world. It covers one third of superb service that would rival any top hotel.
the globe, approximately 9600 kilometres across a vast
- continent including Russia, China and Mongolia. John “We loved the trip to Singapore becaasc it gave us
has travelled this route four times, ‘It’s an unforgettabie the best of everything,” said one happy passcnger. His
. experience partly. because of the amazing views but only complaint was that the three-day joumey was too
mainly because of the interaction with Russian short. This is one of the advantages of the Trans-
passengers and other tourists —-it’s like a moving Siberian Railway, because the rail trip across the whole
community.” He had to share a tiny compartment with of Russia can last up to three weeks!

Part Two — Group Dlscussxon (Toml time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

" Your class is plannmg to organise a tnp after the A-Level examination to relax and get classmates together bcforc you all j Jom ~
. umversny

You are meetmg to plan the trip. You should discuss some of the places in the world that your cla.“mates wou]d enjoy
" travelling to and decide on the most exciting destmatlon You should also talk about the most interesting ways to get there.
‘Jusufy your choices with logical arguments

' : You do not need 1o come 1o a final decision or 1o reach a conclusion to your a’:scuss:on You should try to dzscws both the
" content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. '

ke heAexa:miners cannot answer any questions about the insiructions or the task you have 1o discuss. If you have any questions,
. you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate C |

Preparation Time " (Totaltime: 10 niinutes)

Part Oné — Individual Presentati(ms - (1%~2 minutes each)

. Read the followmg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentatlon but should make the presentatlon in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

This is driving me crazy!

One of the longest road journeys in Hong Kong is larger than basketballs; it was like hell,’ said Mark, who
from Sianley on Hong Kong Island to the northern New completed the drive in 2002. Why did he do it? 'lt s the
Temitories. This takes about an hour, but imagine . ultimate driving adventure,’ he replied.
driving a car for 4000 kilometres along one of the most .
dangerous roads. in the world where temperatures can Some- are not as lucky as . Mark, with
reach 40 degrees centigrade in the shade. This sort of approximately 40 people dying each year on the journey.
holiday adventure is exactly what many drivers decide to One mau died frying to cross hy motorbtke when it ran
do and .that is why Savannah Way in Australia is so out of fuel. If a car breaks down, there may not be
popular despite its deadly reputation. As one local said, another car passing by for several days. This is why °
‘If you make ‘a-mistake drlvmg on thlS road, you re  drivers are advised to carry maps, first-aid Kits, tool
dead ’ _ : , _ boxes, spare tyres, extra petml a satelllte telephone and

: : : . lots of water.
‘The Savannah Way crosses northermn Australia R . v i
from Broome in the west to Caimns in the east. It attracts o Mr‘ Chan from Kowloon is planning the trip this

many tourists who want a ‘self-drive experience’ which year and he has had special training for any emergencies.
is unlike any other road adventure in Europe or America. - He is also taking a tracker device which will transmit his
‘When 1 drove across, I drove through dust that was as position all the time. A relaxing holiday? ‘If I relax, I
thick as smoke and passed rocks on the road that were won't come back alive,’ Chan said.

Part TWO Group Dlscussmn { Toral time: 2 minutes p‘reparation, 10 minates discussion)

Your class is planning to organlse a trip aﬁer the A- Level examination to relax and get classmates together before you all j Jom
university. : R ' :

You are meeting to plan the trip. You should discuss some of the places in the world that your classmates would enjoy
travelling to and decide on the most exciting destination. You should also talk about the most mteresung ways to pet there.
Justify your chonces w1th !ogwal arguments : : :

You do not need to come to a f nal decision or 10 reach a conclusion to your dsscuss:on You shou?d try to discuss bozh the
content and procedure.s mvolved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. .

T he examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to dr.s'cuss If you have any questzorrs
you may discuss them among yomse!ves and that will be an acceptable part of your group dzscusslou and will be a.ssassed

' NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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_Candidate D |

_' Preparation Time (Total time: 10 minates)

I Pai:t‘ 'On'e - Individual Presentations  (1%—2 minates each)

Read the fo]lowmg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentatlon in
your own words If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. :

- Experimental travel
" Experimental travel is a new trend that is travel. ‘I love the freedom. I can go anywhere at any
emerging in world tourism. It does not require a lot of time and the thrill is in going somewhere unplanncd.” -
pIannm bravery, or even a lot of money. Instead, the
person domg it must enjoy doing crazy things! One Other experimental travellers choose to have fun
example is the man who travelled around the world once they arrive at a destination. A couaple from France
dressed as Batman. He had his photo taken in front of booked separate flights ta Venice in Ttaly and then spent
| . famous sights and sent them to a newspaper in the UK. the weekend trying to find one another without a mobile
" Readers looked forward to seeing where ‘Batman’ was telephone. Others go in groups but with a very small
‘each week. amount of money. Their tickets are one-way only and
' ‘ once at their destination, they need to work cut how to
One factor which belps to explain how travelling get home.
trends have changed in recent vears is the availability of 4 ,
budget flights. Tn Europe, these have allowed travellers Joel Henry wrote a book on experimental travel
to take a flight to another country for as litile as HK$150. and he says that it is all about having fun and being ready
Budget airlines have now started to emerge in Asia and to accept surprises which come along. ‘Years ago,
more and more people are booking flights simply travelling across Australia or Russia seemed exotic, but
. because of the price and not the destination. A frequent not any more because so many people do it. People want
traveller explained the attraction of cheap ticksts in terms to be different these days,’ he said.
of how they allow him to participate in experimental

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

" Your class-is planning to organise a trip after the A-Level examination to relax and get classmates together before you all join
university

You are meetmg to plan the trip. You should dlscuss some of the places in the world that your classmates would enjoy
travelling to and decide on the most exciling destination. You should alse talk about the most interesting ways to get there.
Justify your choices with logical arguments.

You do nof need to come io a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedure.s r'nvolved in your discussion task You cannot lake notes or write during the discussion.

- The examiners cannot answer any questions aboul the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you hm’e any gquestions,
you may dzscuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Set 5

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (7otaf fime: 10 minutes)

Part One — Indifidual Presentations  (7%—2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. Yon may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. : oo

Logging on to secrets?

The mext time you log on-to your computer,

consider your actions. Thanks to computer software such’

as Spyware, even ordinary people can become private
detectives and find out what e-mails are being seat, what
is being typed on a computer and which websites are
being used by the people around them. This means that
computer spies are no longer outsiders searching for
secret bank account numbers and codes. Instead, the
spies could be our loved ones.

Mary thought that her husband was behaving
suspiciously and so decided to use spyware to check his
computer files. She downloaded a free programme that
could recover deleted e-mails. After a short time, she
found e-mails that her husband had been sending to
another woman which showed that he had been having

husband.” . Miss Yu, a counselling expert, takes a
different view. ‘Honesty and face to face
communication are better than spying,” she said. .

For those who want to spy on others, there is a
choice of over 150 spyware programmes. This easy
access to spyware has led to heated debate in the
community about privacy and personal rights. To make
matiers worse, using spyware in this way is currently not
considered a crime in Hong Kong. :

The more serious problem with spyware is that it
has been designed to avoid detection. However, now
Internet spies are being hunted by  spycatchers.

' Companies such as Microsoft offer free versions of anti-

spyware software but cxperis warn that it is impossible to

stop them entirely. ‘No matter what we do, we will
always be a step behind the spies,’ said Mr. Chang from
Apple computers.

an affair. As a result, Mary confronted her husband and
told him to leave. Did she do the right thing?
‘Sometimes 1 thought spying on his personal e-mails was
wrong, but it helped me find out the truth about my

Part Two — Group Discussion (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your classmates are preparing for a class debate on the motion Technologicdl advances these days have a negative
influence on our lives. - : '

At this stage, vou do not know which side of the debate your team will be on sa you have to prepare a set of arguments for both
sides of the motion. You may like to start the discussion by sharing your views on how technology is influencing your lives and
then move on to the debate motion. - , '

You do not need to come to a final decision or tv reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or wrile during the discussion. -

The examiners cannot answer any questions abuil the instructions or the task you have o discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

 NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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“Candidate B

'Preparation Time - (Total time: 10 minutes)

- Part One — Individual Presentations (742 minutes each)

" Read the foliowmg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Do we really need our mobile phones?

Last year a company started seliing mobile phornes
in the UX. However, these phones did not have an SMS

- . text facility. They did not have Intemet connection,

personal organisers or games built in. They did not even
have cameras or videos. All they had was the facility to
make and rcceive telephone calls. The company had to
produce more as they sold out so quickly! The manager
explains their popularity, ‘T think some people have had
enough of hi-tech features, Most people really just want
the basics.’

John, a businessman, once left his mobile phone
at home by accident. When he realised this, he worried
that no one could contact him. But soon, he saw this as
an advantage and started to enjoy his ‘freedom’, read the
newspaper and prepared for his work that day. ‘T realised
that life could carry on without a mobile phone!” John
laughed. So is there now a negative reaction to mobile

Recent stories from arcund the world suggest that
phones have not lost their appeal and are often playing a
very different role in society. The fastest growth rates
for subscription to mobile phones are in Africa, where
phones are an important tool for cconomic development.
Businesses and entrepreneurs are using mobile phones to
set up new markets for- their products and improve-
communications on the continent. While the mobile
phone is creating wealth in Africa, in other countries it
has been used to prevent crime and terrorism.

In Britain, police asked the public to hand in their
phones after the London terrorist bombings last year so
that all videos and photographs could be analysed for
clues about the bombings. *‘The images taken from
phones helped us to find out what happened, so we have
really seen the power of technology in this tragedy,’ said
one policeman.

phone technology?

Part Two — Group Discussion  (7otal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
You and your classmates are prcpanng for a class debate on the motion Technological advances these days have a negalive
influence on our lives.

At this stage, you do not know which side of the debate your team will be on so you have to prepare a set of arguments for both
sides of the motion. You may like to start the discussion by sharing your views on how technology is mﬂuencm £ your lives and
~ then move on to the debate meotion. :

You do rot need to come 1o a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion, You should try to discuss hoth the .
h conlent and procedures mvo!ved in your d:scus.s'zon task. You cannot take notes or write a'urmg the discussion.

- The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and fha! will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed..

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (7otal time: 10 minutes)

 Part One— Individu al Presentéﬁo'ns (1%-2 minutes each)

" Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentatmn but should make the presentanon in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. : :

" Are you being watched?

Last year the Chief Executive, Donald Tsang,
attempted to regulate the use of secret operations to spy
on people in Hong Kong. These operations are known as
covert surveillance and have been used by local security
officials to catch criminals and uncover comuption. Mr.
Tsang’s proposal generated a lot of public debate on
- whether these operations are legal. This has also drawn

the public’s aftention to just how easy it is (o spy on
- others these days and what devices are available in shops
to help the amateur detective.

Mr. Chag is a private detective who specialises in
helping people spy on others. He looks for evidence of
gambling, extra-marital affairs and illegal activities and
then reports back to his clients. He says Hong Kong is
full of spy gadgets. ‘There are small cameras that look
like cigarcite packets and can take photos from 600
metres,’ Mr. Chan claims. He also described pens which

special permission to buy these items? Mr. Chan says
that the oniy thing necessary is cash. Spy gear is not
only resiricted to electronic shops.- Even in toy shops -
such as ‘Toys ‘R’ Us’, junior spy Kits can be easily
bought. . :

However, despite the technological advances in
this ficld, there are important legal issuss to consider
beforc an adult considers becoming a full-time private
detective or ‘spy’. In fact, buying the equipment is the
easy part.

- Installing a camera in your living room is fine but

. it becomies illegal in the bathroom. Tapping someone’s

phone calls is against the law if the spy illegally enters
someone’s private property to place the microphone.
People who want to spy on others must check the laws
on spying znd privacy if they want to avoid breaking the

contam tape recorders and tiny microphones that can law.

detect conversations through walls. Do customers need

Part Two - Group Discussion (Toral time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your classmates are prepanng for a class debate on the motion Techno!ug;ca[ aa‘vances lhese davs have a negatrve
influence on our Iwes : -

At this stage, you do not know which side of the debat& your team will be on so you have to prepare a set of argumenfs for hoth
sides of the motion. You may like to start the dlscusswn by sharing your views on how technoiogy is influencing your lives and
then move on to the debate motion, : .

You do not need to come 10 a f nal decision or o reach a conc[usmn to your dr.scu.s’.uon You should ny to discuss both the
- content and procedures involved in your discussion rask You cannot take noles or write durmg the discussion. .

The examiners cannot answer any questwns ‘about the instructions or the lask you have to discuss. If you have any ques'tmns
" you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

'NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate D

_ Pfep_nraﬁon Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Pai‘t One - Individual Presentations (1% =2 minutes each)

Read the followmg passage. _ You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentanon but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. :

Internet access — at 9000 metres

There appears to be no end to technological
advances these days. Just a few years ago, it was normel
for passengers to fly from Hong Kong to Europe with
nothing to do during the flight but sleep, read a book and
eat. That changed with the introduction of in-flight
entertainment systems which allow passengers to choose
- from a wide range of television programmes, films and
music. Children can watch cartoons and even play video
games for the whole journey. Now airlines are about to
offer their passengers even more.

Most airlines already have telephones for
- passengers to use and, although expensive, they are
popular with business people who need to make
important decisions and cannot wait to amive at their
destination. However, one German airline has started to
use a satellite broadband connection on its planes so that
" passengers can go to a certain part of the plane for

systems built into their seafs. [If this becomes reality, it

seems that airline travel will become more entertaining,

and for business people, more productive.

However, is it all positive news? One major
concern is the technical problems involved. - Mobile
phones and lap-top computers can interfere. with the
aircraft's flight controls, so Internet access is likely to
make the situation more difficult for engincers and pilots.
The Internet network in the air would also interfere with
other telecom.mumcatxon systems on the ground as the
plane flies over.

Besides, some passengers would haic to see
Internet facilities on planes.
kifometres a year on business and loves flying for cne
simple reason. ‘] cannot be contacted by e-mail or
phone! [t’s the only time 1 can truly relax and think. Do

David flies thousands of

Internet access. The long term aim is to provide all

[ want the Internet on flights? Definitely not.’
passengers with Internet access through the entertainment ' .

Part Two Group Dlscussmn (Tatal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

" You and your classmates are prepanng for a class debate on the motion Technolog:ca! advances these days have a nega:rve
. mﬂuence on our hves ‘

- At this stage you do not know which suic of the debate your team will be on 50 you have to prepare a set of m’guments for borh
" ‘sides of the motion. You may like to start the discussion by sharing your views on how technology is mﬂuencmg your lives and .
then move on to the debate motlon ' ’

'Yau do not need to come 1o a f‘ nal decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion, You should try tn dtscuvs both Ihe '
conlent and procea’ures mvo[ved in your d:scussron task. You carmol luke notes or write during the discussion. :

The- e.mmmers cannot answer any quemons about the instructions or ihe task you have fo discuss. {f yau have any questions,
' you may drscuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

20
2006 AS Use of English Section D



| DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE Set 6
Candidate A

Preparation Timé (Total time: 10 miriutes)

~ Part One — Individual Presentatiohs' " (1%—2 minutes each)

Read the following passage You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make Ehe presematlon in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

‘Forced to leave their homes
Many people thought that awarding China the homes have tried to take fegal action. Unfortunalely it
2008 Olympics would encourage the Chinese authorities seems that the anthorities are against them. Zhang says,
to improve hurman rights as the eyes of the world’s media ‘The officials favour the interests of the develapers over
would be on the country. However, there is some doubt the residents. Couris often refuse to hear eviction cases
as to whether this is really the case. because of pressure from local officials.”  Although
' : people are given the option of moving to new
In preparation for the Otympic Games, Beijing is accormmodation, and some of the lucky ones have
undergoing rapid urban development.  Many old received compensation, most of them are unhappy.
buildings are being demolished in a drive to clean up the Zhang’s wife says, ‘1 don’t want money and I don’t want
city. This is leading to the forced eviction of many a new home. 1 was happy with my old one. It’s wrong
. homeowners znd tenants. Zhang, a Beijing resident says, that people toak it away from us. Our famlly had lwcd
‘In the middle of the night, while we were sleeping, in thathouse for gcneranons
people came in and tore down the courtyard wall. My : '
whole family, including three young children, all lived Many evicted residents like Zhang and his family
there. It had been our family home for years. They just have taken to the streets to protest as they feel there is -
came and started smashing it up and we had no choice nothing else they can do. Zhang's son says, ‘T have
but to leave.’ joined protests on three occasions and each time the
: S ' police have come along and asked us to leave.’
Many residents who have had to leave their

Part Two — Group Dlscussmn (Toml time: 2 minutes prepnra{mn 10 minutes discussion)

You are the edltOTS of the school magazine. 'I'he next edmon of the magazme i3 going to focus on the 2008 O[ymplcs in Beijing.
You are meeting to plan the edition. You should discuss the ways in which you feel the Olympic Games will have an impact on
China and consider what other nseful information about the Beijing Olympics you could include. "You should also think about

poss1ble ways of collecting material and any photographs you wilt want to mc:lude to make the article appealing to readers.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should ry to discuss bnth the
content and procedwes involved in your d:scussron task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. :

The examiners camzot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have 10 disulss If you have arty questions,
you mady discuss them among youi sefves and- fhar w:ﬂ be an acceptahle part of your group discussion, and will be a.vvesved '

' NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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_CandidateB

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations - (1%-2 minutes each)

| Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in .
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. ' '

New Beijing, Great Olympics

On 13th July 2001, the International Olympic promoting Chinese culture is a key element in their plan.

Commiittee voted for Beijing to host the 2008 Olympic Mr. Zhou, a committee member said, ‘China’s ancient
Games. Many people opposed China’s bid to host the and colourful culture witl enrich Olympic culture. The
Games due to the city’s environmental problems. opening ceremony will display China’s long history and
However, the government has adopted the slogan ‘New - culiure and the closing ceremony will focus on the
Beijing, Great Olympics’ and assures us that we will not harmony of world cultures. [ am positive that these well-
be disappointed. . planned ceremonies will capture the interest of people ail

: over the world.”
The government is now faced with huge capital

outlays in order to get the city ready for the massive The Olympic torch will be carried over the
influx of people. US$12 billion is earmarked for a huge longest distance in Olympic history and will invoive
environmental cleanup, which will include the closing more people than ever before. Tt will pass through a
down or relocation of polluting factories. US$22 billion nember of the world’s oldest civilisations such as
has been set aside for the construction of Olympic Greece, Egypt, India and China and will even be taken to
stadiums and transport improvements. The government the summit of Mount Everest, the world’s highest
is aware that there will be around 20,000 media mountain. Mr. Zhou said, ‘The cartying of the torch
representatives and countless spectators coming to the represents world peace and it will symbolise how the
country and is keen to present a posilive image. Olympic spirit can overcome all hurdles and reach all
’ people.” With China's 3000-year long history, surely the .
Officinls from the Olympic committee say Beijing Olympics will be a truly remarkablc event.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (7Tofal time: 2 minutes preparation, 1 minutes discussion)

You are the editors of the school magazine. The next edition of the magazine is going to focus on the 2008 Olympics in Beijing.
You are :heeﬁng to plan the edition. You should discuss the ways in which you feel the Olympic Games will have an impact on
China and consider what other useful information about the Beijing Olympics you could include. You should also think about

possible ways of collecting material and any photographs you will want to include to make the article appealing to readers.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved inyour discussion task. You cannot take notes or writa during the discussion.

. The examinef‘s_ cannot answer @y questions about the instructions or the task you have v discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yowrselves and that will be an acceplable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part Orie — Individual Presentations " (1%~2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentatmn, but should make the presentanon in
~ your own words. If you wish, you can add your own Opmlons or ideas. .

Hong Kong hosts the horses

Last year Hong Kong was awarded the right to
host the horse riding events for the 2008 Olympic
Games. This announcement was met with very mlxed
regctions from Hong Kong people.

_Some people were delighted as they think playing
host to an Olympic event will boost our city’s image.
Athlete, Jacky Fu says, ‘Our city is forever trying to
improve its international reputation and holding an
Olympic sporting event will do just that.” Apart from the
32,000 competitors, officials and horse lovers who will
come here, there will be a huge influx of media people.

‘This will put Hong Kong’s name before a global

audience as images will be shown on television and in
newspapers all aver the world."

" However, others were d:sappomted They say
that hosting the event will cost the city $1.2 billion but

" our city’s biggest charity provider.

They think it is not worth it. In addition, the Hong Kong
Jockey Club is providing most of the meney for the event
and many people think this is enfair as the organisation is
Terence Wu, who
works for the Jockey Club says, ‘How can the
government allow a charitable organisation to spend so
much money on a sporting event when funding for social

.services is being decreased?” Another complaint is that

Hong Kong should be hosting sports which our athletes
arc good at, such as windsurfing -or table tennis.. Ivan
Sis, a horse racing enthusiast says, ‘Hong Kong is

familiar with horse racing, yet people here know nothing

about Olympic sports related to horse riding.’

A though feelings are dmded and people would
have preferred to host a more well-known sport such as
football or basketball, taking part in the Olympics will no
doubt show the world that Hong Kong is a great ¢ity.

the financial return.will only be about $350 million.

Pal't Two - Group Dlscussxon {Total time: 2 minules preparation, 10 minutes dtscussion)

You are the editors of the school magazme The next edition of the magzu.me is going to focus on the 2008 O!ymplcs in Beijing.
You are meeting to plan the cdmon You should discuss the ways in which you feel the Olymplc Games will have an impact on
China and consider what other useful information about the Beijing Olympics you could include. Youshould also think about

; possible ways of collecting materlal and any photographs you will want to include to make the article appeahn B to readers

You do not need to come to a f na! decision or fo re.ar:h a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content ond procedures' mvalved in your dm.ussron tasln You cannot take notes or write during the. dfscusstan '

The examiners cannot answer any questzons about the mstmcuons or rhe task you have 1o d:scuss [f you have any quesrxons.
you may discuss them wnong yourselves and that will be an acceptable part qf 'your group discussion, and w:!l be assesved.

' NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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- Preparation Time (Total time: 10 minutes)

~ Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions ot ideas. :

The Olympic Village

In July last year construction began on the state-
of-the-art Olympic village for the 2008 Olympic Games
in Beijing. The village will be at the heart of the
Olympic activities as it will accommodate the athletes.
Officials in Beijing are sure that local people will be very
proud of the development.

The residential area of the village will consist of
42 buildings, as well as a clinic, restaurants, a library, a
recreation centre, gymnasiums, swimming pools, tennis
courts, basketball courts and jogging tracks. There will
also be facilities for the teams to host their welcoming
ceremonies. A spokesperson for the company which is in
charge of the construction said, ‘The village is in an
excellent position. It lies 1o the north of Beijing and
_ borders the Olympic Forest Park. The village will join a
long list of important sites on the central axis of the city,
including the Forbidden City and the Temple of Heaven.’

the construction of the Olympic facilities. Xing Xuan
says, ‘Beijing is changing beyond recognition. The
developers are moving in and flattening old buildings to

. make way for new and shiny ones to host the Olympics.
* Beijing is a beautiful city and lots of the buildings here

have a special historical significance. I am afraid that
some of these are disappearing and the city is losing its
charm.’

A government official said, ‘Chinese: people will
be very proud of the Olympic Village. It will be an asset
to the city of Beijing. Once the Games are over, the
village will be taken over by a private development
company and remodelled into residential buildings. This
will ensure that the vitlage continues to serve the Betjing
commuunity long afier the Games arc finished.” The

residential project will be on the market before the

QOlympic Games begin.

However, some local people are not so happy with

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You are the editors of the school magazine. The next edition of the magazine is going to focus on the 2008 Ofympics in Beijing.” |
You are meeting to plan the edition. You should discuss the ways in which you feel the Olympic Games will have an impact on ;
China and consider what other useful information about the Beijing Olympics you could include. “You should also think about
|- possible ways of collecting material and any photographs you will want to include to make the article appealing to readers,

You do not need to come to a final decision or ta reach a conelusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. ‘

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. -If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time . (Total time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your présentation; but should make the -prese_mation in
your own words. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. ' oo e

'ESF ~ a local role

The English Schools Foundation (ESF) is the can be seen that more than half of the students in the ESF

largest provider of international education in Hong Kong. system are local chitdren. - SRR :

.Yet it is.different from other international schools here, : . S :
-as it is partly funded by the government, and this means One of the reasons for the ESF’s popularity with
‘that, in some ways, the ESF is part of the local education local children and parents is that it offers a modern
system. The ESF, which manages 17 primary and liberal education, with English being the medium of
secondary schools in Hong Kong, has received a lot of instruction. Interestingly, Putonghua is taught as the
negative publicity in -recent.years because of poor second language in schools, which pleases parents who
managgment. However, a major review of the want their children io master both languages from a
Foundation has led to reforms and as a result, thousands - young age. ESF also offers international examinations,

of eager parents have placed their child's name .on the unlike local schools. - .
- schools’ waiting lists. . DS S - o
The ESF schools place great emphasis on extra-

As one parent commented, ‘ESF is much more = curricular activities and community service, and special
affordable than other private international schools in links between the ESF schools and local schools have
‘Hong Kong and it provides my children -with a really -~ been established. ‘Last year, my son played basketball in

broad and stimulating education.” Over the years, the a match organised beiween ESF students and local
ESF has had to adapt to changing circumstances. Tt was school students,” said a parent. “The ESF is an excellent
originally set-up in 1966 to provide British-style bridge between local scheols and the private
education for the non-Chinese community. Yet today, it international schoal system,” he concluded. .

Part Two — Group Discussion -_"(Tmal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

Your group has'just finished _doing_é project on The dyferenf types of schools available to Hong Kong students. You want to
propose to the principal that students from your school be allowed to visit other schools in Hong Kong as part of a one-day
exchange. You are now meeting to plan your proposal. ' . ; 2 :

" You should decide which sort of school (or schools) you would most like to visit and what ybu could fearn by _sp'ending a day
" there.: You should-also try to highlight the advantages of the exchange visit in your proposal. S -

- You do not need to come {o a final decision o to reach a conclusion to your discussion. - You should try to discuss both the
“content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. :

The examiners cannot answer any q’i;e_stib)zs about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
‘you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

. NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

25
2006 AS Use of English Section D



R DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
" Candidate B |

- _Pr'eparsition Time  (Totel time: 10 minutes)

Part One - Indmdual Presentations  (I%-2 minutes each)

Read the followmg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
* your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

DSS - The way forward for local schools?

In the 1990°s, a new government scheme provided the way the school is managed and in how money is’
schools with the opportunity to ‘opt out” of the local spent.
education system by becoming more independent. The .
Direct Subsidy Scheme (DSS) allows schools to receive Despite ali the excitement sbow DSS, some
subsidies for each student from the government while, at observers feel that DSS schools are not very different
the same time, charge school fees in order to build up the from other local schools, except that they can charge
- school’s income. ‘In a way, these schools are hicher fees. This is not fair according to another
~ somewhere between the fully independent schools and principal, who says that important changes have already
the local aided schools,” said one official. Although been made in many DSS schools. ‘Some schools are
schools have to meet certain criteria before they can using the money lo recruit more teachers and reduce the
charge fees, many new and old schools have chosen to size of the classes,” he said. ‘Others are improving
join the *DSS’. Parents and principals are excited about facilities, providing staff development and infroducing
this initiative, which the government hopes will new subjects and exams for their students.’

strengthen local education. :
' It seems that the government wants DSS schools

“We became a DSS school in order to build upon to create a different culfture of teaching and leaming in
our strengths and traditions,” said a principal from one Hong Kong. ‘Through canstant upgrading, evaluation
school. “We can choose our students more carefully and and development of links with overseas schoois, DSS
provide a much better leaming environment for them,’ institutions can transform the local education scene,” said
she continued. DSS schools can enjoy more freedom a government official. :

thau other local schools in designing the curriculum, in

TPart TWO - Group Dlseussmn (Total time: 2 minutes preparasion, 10 minutes discussion)

Your group has just finished doing a project on The different types of schools available to Hong Kong srudents You want to
propose to the principal that students from your school be allowed to visit other schools in Hong Rong as part of a one-day-
exchange. You are now meeting to plan your proposal. : :

~ You should decide whnch sort of school (or schools) you would most like to visit and what you could Ieam by spending a day .-
_thcrc You should also try to hlghh,ht the advantages of the exchange visit in your proposal. ’

- You do not need 0 come foa f inal decision or to reach a conclusion io your discussion. You shauld try o dlscuss both the .
- content and proc.edures involved in your discussion task. You cannof take notes or write drzrmg the d:.scusswn,

The exammers cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discm ]f you have any questmns‘
N you may . dzscmsx them among yoursehcs and that will be an acceptable part of your group d:sctmror: and will be assessed

{NOT'TO B'E’ TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes) =~

Part One — Individual Presentatlons (1%-2 mmutes eaclt)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the, basls for your presentatmn, but should make the presentation i .
your own words. If you wish, you can add your owit opinions or ideas. :

| International schools for an international city

Being a cosmopalitan city where many expatriates
and overseas business people set up home for 2 few

years, Hong Kong requires schools which cater for

students of different nationalities and educational
backgrounds. ‘If an Australian family is based in Hong
Kong for two years before retuming to their home
country, it would not make much sense for the children
to study at a local school,” said one educationalist. Tn
Hong Kong, one can find Canadian, Korean, Australiarn,
Japanese, French and German schools. These have been
set up by their national governments or established by
private individuals and organisations.

these international schools -are

Most of

independent and operate outside the local education -
~ system., They also posscss some interesting features such.

as small class sizes and more interactive teaching
methods, when cormpared to other schools in Hong Kong,
Students in the international schools were mostly

So what makes these international schools so
popular with local Chinese students? ‘In Hong Kong -
there are still many youngsters who do not write or speak
Chinese because they have grown up overseas and have
recently retumned to Hong Kong,” said a teacher. - It
means that the families have to find alternatives to the .
local school system. Another reason is that there are
often Iong queues for places at English Schools
Foundation (ESF) schools and Direct Subsidy Schools
(DSS) which charge lower fees.

Unlike the DSS and ESF schools, some pnvate
international schools charge more than $10,000 a month.
Despite the cost, parents are willing to -pay for the -
advantages of studying in an international educational
context. ‘With the globalisation of trade, families can be

" transferred to other cities like Beijing and London quite

easily so international schools have a huge market of

Chinese students to choose from,’ said one expert.
expatriates but in recent years, this has changed. = An : . :
increasing number of students arc locals.

Part Two — Group Discussion - (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

Your group has just fi nished doing a project on The different types of schools available to Hong Kong students. You want to
propose to the principal that students from your schoo! be allowed to visit other schools in Hong Kong as part of a one-day
exchange. You are now meetmg to plan your proposal

You should decide which sort of school {or schools) you would most like to visit and what you could leam by spendmg a-day -
there. You should also try to hi ghhght the advantages of the exchange visit in your proposal.

You do not need to come 1o a Ji na! decision or o reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try 10 discuss boxh the
content and procedures mvolvea' in your discussion task. You cannof take nates or write durmg the discussion. :

The e).ammers cannor answer aiy ques!:ons about the instructions or rhe task you have to discuss. If you have any qu&s‘ttons
Yyou may dlscus3 them among ) vourset‘ves ana’ that wil be an acceptable part of your group dmcussron, and w:h' be assessed.

'NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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: I’rephration Time (Taml time: 10 minutes)

Part Onc - lndwndual Presentations (I %~2 minutes each)

Read the followmg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Special schools for special needs

In Hong Kong, schools have been established for Unfortunately, problems have arisen. The

* children with physical disabilities. There are also an
increasing number of schools which cater for the many
“students who have special educational needs. For

- instance, these are often students who have learning.

difficulties such as dyslexia (reading difficulties) and
attention disorders. Some schocls today even provide
- specialist support for pupils with more severe disabilities
. such as autism and Downs syndrome. These special
schools play a crucial role in the Hong Kong education
sector but other local schools are also providing
" ‘education for children with special needs. :

This means that parents of these children have

mote options these days compared to the past. The
government” has attempted to integrate children with
learning difficulties and disabilities into the local school
system to ensure that these children are not isolated from
their peers. Almost 300 schools had agreed to offer

government does not want to identify schools that

integrate these students because, sadly, some parents do
not want their own children to study in the same school
as children with special needs. In addition, many
teachers feel that they cannot cope with the increased
pressure because of limited resources and experience.

In the private sector, there are other possibilities.
Some special schools have schemes like the Rainbow
Project which help young children with autism. This
project has been so successful that there are over 50
children on the waiting list. The English Schools
Foundation, a group of government subsidised schools,
also provides specialised support for students with
leamning difficultics in all of its schools. As one teacher
commented “There has been enormous improvement in
speciat needs education in Hong Kong. We are geiting
there!” C

integrated education for children with special needs by
the end of 2005.

Part TWG -~ Group Discussion (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion) -

PR

Your group has just finished doing a project on The different types of schools available to Hong Kong students. You want to
propose to the principal that students from your school be allowed to visit other schools in Hong Kong as part of a onc-day
: exchange You are now meetmg to plan your proposal.

_ You should dccldc whlch sort of school (or schools) you would most like to visit and what you could learn by spendmg a day
. there You should also try to highlight the advantages of the exchange visit in your proposal. : :

' You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion You should try to discuss barlz the
- conient and pracedures mvolvea' in your discussion lask. You cannof take notes or write during the discussion.

i '477;9 exammers cannot answer any queslions abour 1he instructions or the task you have to d:.s cuss. If vou have any quesaons,
o you may discuss them among Yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group dmws:on, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Toral time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes eack)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. - : : CT

Disneyland: hit or miss? |

The eyes of the world were on Disncyland last . system, which means you arrive at an attraction at a
year when it opened. Yet, some people in Hong Kong specified time rather than queve.’
were keen to criticisc the park for as many reasons as - L . 4
possible. Of course,a great deal of the taxpayer’s money Admission tickets are $295 or $350 depending on
has been invested in Disneyland so Hong Kong people whether it is peak time or not. Most people admit that
are entitled to have high expectations, but is it really this price is quite acceptable. In fact it is the cheapest of
necessary to complain so much? all the Disney theme parks. ‘The price is reasonable so
people can afford to experience the Disney magic for a
The most frequent complaint has been about the day,’ says Fiona Lau, a student. However, she adds,
long queues for the attractions. The park’s capacity is - ‘Hong Kong Disneyland is really smalt, It’s only about

30,000 and many people believe.this is too high. ‘There half the size of Ocean Park.’
were long queunes for all of the rides,’ said Gigi Wu. - ‘

‘Sometimes we had to wait for two hours. It was like . Pollution aside, few people have complained
paying $350 for having to suffer’ Stanley Cheung about the nightly fireworks display. ‘The fireworks are
disagrees. He has visited the park three times and says outstanding. They feature music and wonderful visuzl
this problem can be solved. ‘T always go during the week effects,” said Benny Lui. He added, ‘Disneyland is good
rather than at weekends and 1 plan which rides to go on for Hong Kong, 1t promotes family togetherness and
to make the most of my time. 1 also use the Fast Pass fun, so I believe the benefits will far ourweigh the costs.”

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)’

You and your group members have decided to take part in a debate on the motion Hong Kong Disneyland is not a good thing for
this city. ' ‘ e : . . S ORI
At this stage you do not know which side of the motion your team will support and so are preparing arguments both FOR and
AGAINST the motion. You should decide how you will erganisc and present your argunments. » o

You do not need to come o' a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion, '

The examiners cannol answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions.
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed. -

'NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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DO NOT ‘WRITE ON THIS PAGE

AP"repAai-ation Time' . (Total time: ;(0 minufes)

R

| Part__O_ne_ — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

ead the following péssagé. Y ou may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. : o

How magical is the kingdom?

, Back in the late 1990°s when Disney was looking
to build a new theme park in Asia, Hong Kong was
desperate to win the deal. The city was suffering from
the effects of the Asian financial crisis, which had
resulted in a high unemployment rate. This meant the
government was prepared to take big risks and provide
favourable conditions to secure a deal with Disney. Now

- people are asking whether the $23 billion in public funds,

which the government invested in Disneyland, was well
'Speﬂl..

The government reassures us that Disneyland will
pump an extra $148 billion into Hong Kong's economy
in the next four decades. What is more, it will provide

36,000 jobs and it witl allow the tourism industry t
further develop and mature. Disneyland spokesperson,
Vanessa Gunn says, ‘Families from the rest of Asia will
travel to Hong Kong to visit Disneyland. These people

" will stay in the city for a few days and it will boost the

tourism industry overall.’

However, economists are not so optimistic. They

_say that it is impossible to accurately estimate how much

money the park will pull in until it has been up and
running for some time. They also criticise the park’s
recruitment policies. They say Disneyland has hired
high-quality service providers, and not the long-term
unemployed who have been hardest hit by the financial
crisis. ‘

Disneyland has also been criticised for exporting
American culture to other countries. Anson Lam, a’
secondary school student who' visited the park on the
opening day says, ‘We must start valuing our own Hong
Kong Chinese culture and promoting how good it really
is. There were so many cther ways the government
could have spent the money. It could have created a
theme park to showcase Chinese culture without relying
on an American brand name.” - ; '

Part Two — Group Discussion

(Toial time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion) =

‘You and your group members have decided to take part in a debate on the motion Hong Kong Disneyland is not a good thing for
this city. S ‘ . .

At this stage you donot know which side of the motion your team will support and so are preparing arguments both FOR and
| AGAINST the motion. You should decide how you will organise and present your arguments. .

- You do not need o come to a final decision or 1o reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
‘content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion. :

' The examiners cannot answer any questions about the insiructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
- you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate C

Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes) -

Part One — Indmdual Presentatlons : (1%-2 minates each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presematlon, but shou[d rnake the pre.sentatmn in
your @ own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. :

Wed in wonderland
Couples in search of an enchanted wedding will - Her husband, Raymond was very happy to get

find it at Dlsneyland Hong Kong Disneyland has put married there too. He said, ‘Disneyland is both a lucky
together several Disney Fairy Tale Wedding packages: and a beautiful place to get married. Its natural beauty is
crystal, emerald and diamond. The price of a dream stunning as it is surrounded by mountains and faces the’
wedding starts at $7,888 for a table of twelve guests and sea.’ A fung shui expert helped to design the park so the
that includes an evening banquet, a foom in the whole resort -is oriented to capture the good energy

: Disneyland Hotel and a wedding cake. . flowing over the hills and out to the South China Sea.

. According to Raymend, ‘The entire park has excellent

_ People who wish to personalise their wedding fung shui so it’s an ideal place to get married.”

even further can pay extra to have Disney characters such

as Mickey and Minnie Mouse make a special appearance. A spokesperson for Disney #aid that the company -

5 The wedding receptions are held inside the ballroom, respects the local tradition and culture. “We appreciate

{ which has a grand entrance, a sweeping staircase and that fung shui is an important-part of China’s history and

’ - crystal chandeliers: Eva Tse married her boyfriend of culture and that’s why we called in a fung shui expert to
five years at the theme park earlier this year. ‘She said, help with the design of the park. We think it is vital to
“The wedding celebration really was magical. [ felt like create the right fung shui to bring peacc, harmony,

3 a princess. T would recommend other couples to get money and good fortune to our park.’

A married at Disneyland as it makes the day very special.’

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes prepamtion, 10 minutes discussx‘on)

1 You and your group members have decxded to take part in 2 debate on the motion Hong Kong Disnepland is not a good thing for
1 this city.

At this stage you do not know whlch side of the motion your team will support and so are preparing argumems both FOR and .
AGAINST the mation. You should decide how you will organisc and present your arguments.

You dp not need (o come (o a f nal decision or to reach a conclusion lo your discussion. You should oy o dmcusx both the
content and procedures mvolved inyour dlscussron task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.’

The examiners cmmo! answer any quemom about the instructions or the ravk you have o discuss. If you have any questions,
you may dlscuss them among your.ve!ves amf that wili be an acceptahle part of your group d:sms.s:an and will be assessed.

~ NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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- Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

* Part One — Individual Presentations (i%—z minutes each)

Read the following passage. You -may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
_your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Is it really a fantasy land?

' Zhu Bing used to work from 7:45 am to well past also very high accident rates in some of these factones
midnight. Some days he even worked until 5:00 am, ~  said Judy Lee, a member of Sacom.
making it a 22-hour working day. This left him feeling
exhausted. He also suffered from nightmares about his Managers of the four factories have denied the
boss yelling at him. Mr. Zhu, who was 19 years old at claims. However, Walt Disney Company spokesperson .
the time, said-he had to put up with these working Alannah Goss said the company takes the claims very
conditions because. money was deducted from his salary " seriously and is investigating them. She added, “We
if he did not work overtime. Eventually, he had fo resign were not aware of the violations that have been identified
due to il! health. in the factories.’ :

‘Mr. Zhu's employer was Dongguan Lam. Sun Disney Hunter, another student activist group has
Plastic Products, one of four Guangdong manufacturers also accused Disneyland of labour exploitation as wcll as
of Disney products suspected of exploiting workers. environmental vandalism and cultural colonisation. The
This illegal and inhumane treatment of employees was group organised several protests last year around the time
uncovered by a Hong Kong activist group called Studenis that Disneyland opened. Mr. Tsang, a City University
and Scholars Against Corporate Misbehaviour (Sacom). student and key member of Disney Hunter said,
Last year members of Sacom travelled into China and ‘Disneyland portrays itself as a fantasy land, but in fact it

interviewed 120 workers from the factories. They is a dirly business. It should be forced to publish a list of
discovered that employers did not pay a minimum wage its manufacturers’ names so the public can monitor the
-or provide paid holidays and overtime pay. ‘There were factories.’

- Part Two — Group Discussion - (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

- Youand your group members have decided to take part ina debate on the motion Hong Kong D:.meyland is not a good thing for
!h:s cn;v "

- At this stage you do not knoew which side of the motion your team will support and so are preparing arguments both FOR and
A(JAlel the motion. You should decide how you will orgamse and present your arguments. '

. You do not need fo come to a final dec:smn or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both t}’lﬂ
' ’contem and procedures involved i inyour discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The exammers czmnor answer any questfon.s about the mstmdmm or the task you have 1o discuss. lf you have any questions,
- yau may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.” .

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minntes)

Part One — Individual Presentations (742 minutes eacl)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Dinosaurs found in shopping arcade!

For six weeks last year, local people flocked te a How and why did they come to Hong Kong? The
shopping centre in Taikoo Shing te experience a close management of the shopping centre asked for permission
encounter with cight dinosaur fossils that are over one from authorities in China to show the dinosaur fossils,
hundred million years old.  The exhibition was and were surprised when their request was accepted.
amazingly popular with over 200,000 people visiting on Within a few weeks, the precious remains were
one day alone. The dinosaur fossils, which had been transported in-giant containers to Hong Kang by ship and
specially loaned by two museums in China, created an train. The exhibition required additional security as well
awesome sight for shoppers and visitors to the mall. ‘I as mainland experts on dinosaurs to answer questions

thought [ had been transported to n different time in from the public.
history,’ said a visitor as he stood beneath one massive

skeleton. Not everyone was happy with the exhibition.

: Some staff from museums in Hong Kong felt that the

The Chinese Dinosaur Fossils Exhibition is the exhibition was not educational enough and was really

third to be held in Hong Kong. Two others were held at just a clever attempt to get more customers into the

the Museum of History and the Science Museum in 1985 shopping centre. However, it did not matier to Mrs.

and 1999 respectively. However, last year’s exhibition Chan, who described the dinosaurs as ‘amazing' and

attracted far more people because of where it was held. promised to bring her chitdren, grandehildren and other
One visitor said that she would not bother visiting a members of her family to see them.

museum but found the idea of gant dinosaurs in her
favourite shopping centre as ‘too attractive to miss’.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (7oral fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

There have been an increasing number of exhibitions in Hong Kong in recent years. As.members of the Hong Kong Youth
Federation, you are concerned that most of them do net nppeal to yourig people. You have decided te.send in a proposal to the
govemment sugpesting difjerent types of exhibitions that would attract young people,

You may like. to start by discussing some ‘of the exhibitions that are commonly held here. You should then suggest some
exhibitions which might appeal to the youth in this city and explain why you think these exhibitions would be popular with
young people, ’

You do not need (o come io a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your diseussion. You should try to disciss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners connol answer any questions abowt the instructions or the task you have to discuss. if you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes}

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-~2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the hasis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your ewn words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Making a lasting impression

" One of the most popular exhibitions ever held in texture. Art teachers in lacal schools reported that many
Hong Kong tock place last year when the Hong Kong students were so excited that they asked to have more
Museum af Art hosted an art collection entitled painting lessons fn the curriculum.

‘“Treasures fram the National Collection from France’. In

total, forty-¢ight masterpieces were loancd by a museum One reason for the success of the exhibition was
in Paris ond included the work of Degas and Monet, the efforts made by the staff at the Museum of Ari to
famous Impressionist painters from the nineteenth make the display of paintings appealing. Stories about
century. Thousands of pcople queued every day to see the famous painters were told by focal experts end an
the paintings. Over 700 schools arranged special tours of online education programme was set up. Audio links
the exhibition and the response from the younger visitors were provided so that students could listen to lectures in
was cxtremely positive. The exhibition, it seems, English, Putonghua and Cantonese. To reinforce- the
inspired everyone who went to see iL. ‘French® theme, even the restaurant in the Museum was

decorated to make it laak like one fram Paris.
One teacher praised the Museum of An for

bringing the exhibition to Hong Kong. ‘Local students Such exhibitions appear to have a long lasting
need to see paintings like these close up. Pictures from effect on all peopie who sce them. ‘My students asked
hooks and the [nternet are just not goad enough.” One of so many questions and expressed opinions on afl the
her students agreed that she could see the depth of the paintings,’ said another teacher. ‘Tt was a unigue
work in each painting by looking at the colours and the leamning opportunity.”

Part Two - Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

There have been an increasing number of exhibitions in Hong Kong in recent years. As members of the Hong Kong Youth
Federation, you are concerned that most of them do not appeal to young people. You have decided to send in a proposal to the
govemnment suggesting different types of exhibitions that would attract young peoptle.

You may like to start by discussing some of the exhibitions that are commonly held here. You should then suggest seme
‘exhibitions which might appeal to the youth in this city and explain why you think these exhibitions would be popular with
young people.

You do not need to come o a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the |3
content and procedures imvolved in your discussion task. You cannot iake noles or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions abows the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions, ||
you may discuss them among yoursetves and thai will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed. :

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 16 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you ean add your own opinions or ideas.

When cute becomes art

Many people belicve that art exhibitions should
only display traditional forms of art, but recent displays
in Hong Kong have shown that modetn art can include
the most surprising items. In August last year, for
example, the Hong Kong Arts Centre held the ‘Hide and
Seek’ exhibition, which celebrated the 30th birthday of
the world famous Hello Kitty cartoon character, Another
display hosted by the Heritage Museum focused on
highlighting different ways of using Hong Kong's
famous red, blue and white shopping bags! So why have
commercial products become art forms?

One of the organisers of the Hello Kitty exhibition
claimed that the cartoon character was ‘an important
citltural symbol which has became part of our lives’.
Sanrio, the Japanese toy maker behind Hello Kitty, also
feels that their famous pink, but mouthless product has 2
special relationship with people of all ages in Hong
Konp, The exhibition displayed over 300 Hello Kiity
products tanging from television sets to telephones and

cars. Valuable collectors’ items were also displayed and
they fascinated the crowds.

Similar arguments about cultural symbols were
presented when a huge display of shopping bags was
exhibited last year. The femous red, white and blue
striped bags were tumed into curtains, carpets, pictures
and fumiture items for the display. The designer of the
exhibition described the bag as ‘a Hong Keng icon which
has become part of our local culture and represents the
spirit of our city’. Mrs. Tsang, a visitor to the exhibition,
agreed. ‘These shopping bags are all around us so the
artist has shown how important they are to Hong Kong
people.”

Roth exhibitions were very well received by the
public. This shows that commaodities and everyday
products ean become part of culture and be exhibited in
moseums. ‘This is my type of art,’ said one Helle Kitty
fan.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Totat thme: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

There have been an increasing number of exhibitions in Hong Keng in recent ycars.' As members of the Hong Kong Youth
FPederation, you are concerned that most of them do naot appeal to young people. You have decided to send in a proposal to the
government suggesting different types of exhibitions that would atiract young people.

You may like to start by discussing some of the exhibitions that are commonly held here. You should then suggest some
exhibitions which might appeal to the youth in this city and explain why you think these exhibitions wauld be popular with
young people.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to yonr discussion. You shonid iry to discuss botlt the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion,

The examiners canno! answer arty guestions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any guestions,
you may discuss them among yonrselves and that will be an acceptable pari of pour group discussion, and witl be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY

35
2006 AS Use of English Section D



o DO NOT WRITE ON THIS PAGE
Candidate D

|~ Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minutes)

rl’art Onc — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the foliowing passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation i’
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. ?

A world-class exhibition hub?

Hong Kong has long been regarded as one of e thieves have still managed 10 grab pretious jewels from
most important and one of the most popular cities in the under the noses of exhibitors and the pelice.
world for hosting major exhibitions. With millions of
square metres for hire in exbibition centres all over Hong Exhibitions are not only popular with overseas
Kong, it is amazing that cven mere venues for clients. Hundreds of thousands of {ocals visit comic and
exhibitions are being built today. One reason is that it is book exhibitions held in Wanchai’s Convention and
not only art and ancient objects that are being exhibited. Bxhibition Centve. These allow people the chance to
The city also plays host to numerous jntermational purchase tare and special editions of foreign comics. |
exhibitions which showcase jewsllery, hotels, furniture, “It's the only way [ can buy coflectible editions from | 1
jobs, education, comics and books, among many others. Japan,” said one teenage fan of the comic fair. 1

One of the organisers of an annual jeweliery fair Education fairs afso aflaw pacents and children to | |
describes the importance of Hong Kong as an exhibition speak with officials from prospective schools and 3 :
centre. ‘The fair that we host attracts more buyers and universitics, both in Hong Kong and from acvoss the
seficrs than any other hecause of the modem Ffacilitics, globe. The principal of a private schoal in England
superb transport system and world-class hotels," said M. claimed that the education cxhibition in Hong Kong was
Lo. The exhibitions bring in miltions of dollars in the most important one in the school cnlendar, “Every
revenue from overseas visitors but they also bring year, about 20,000 people visit our stand and through this
controversy at times. Despite tight sccurity, international event e attract some af cur best students,’

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total ime: 2 minutes preparation, I minutes discussion)

There have been an increasing number of exhibitions in Hong Kong in recent years. As members of the Hong Kong Youth
Fedetation, you are concemned that mest of them do not appeal to younp people. You have decided to send in a proposal to the
government suggesting different types of exhibitions that would attract young people.

You may like to start by discussing some of the exhibitions that are commonly held here. You shoufd then suggest some
exhibitions which might appeal to the youth in this city and cxplain why you think these exhibitiens would be popular with
young people.

You do not need to came fo a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You sheuld iry to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You canmof (ake notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. {f you fiave arny GUESHONS,
you may discuss them anong yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate A

Prcparation Time  (Toral time: 10 ryinutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%—2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but shoutd make the presentation in
your own words. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

The sky’s the limit
What do you do on a Jong-haul flight? Watch a has developed technology which allows passengers to
movie, tead a book, browse through the in-flight make in-flight mobile phone calls. A spokesperson for
magazine or take 8 nap? Well, all of this may be about to the airline said, *This technology is very welcome as
change, ' - business people want to be productive while ravelling
and this means they need to be able to use their mobile
Airlines realise that their passengers need to he phones. Plus, other people may just want ta call home to
entertained while in the sky so they are coming up with let their family know they are safe.’
new things for them to da, Virgin Atlantic is now
offering in-flight Japanese language courses, while Net everybody feels the same way though. A
Singapare Airlines is offering lessons in 11 langunges survey in the USA found that Americans
including Cantonese, French, Spanish and Japanese. overwhelmingly oppose the use of mobile phanes on
Flight attendant Michelle Chen says, ‘The lessons are fun aireraft, 63% said the current ban should remain while
and interesting and include self-tests, games and only 21% said it should be lifted, ‘Passenger rage is a
pronunciation exercises, Passengers who complete a worry,” said Judy Parker, spokcsperson for the
whole course receive a certificate in the mail.’ Association of Flight Attendants. ‘Travellers could
: become angry and even violent if there is no escape from
- And this is not the only change. The use of the chatting of fcllow passengers.” Two possible
mobile phones an aircraft is usually forbidden as they solutions would be to ban phone calls during certain
may interfere with sensitive navigation cquipment, portions of a flight or to make some scctions of the
Hawever, American Airlines recently announced that it afrcraft ‘quiet zanes’ where phone calls are probibited.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tofal time: 2 minutes preparation, 16 minutes discussion)

The Hong Kong Airport Auathority is holding a competition to raisc interest in air travel among people in Hong Kang.
Participants need to produce a magazine called Afr Travel Now and In The Future. Your group wants to enter the competition.

You are meeting to discuss the content of your magazine. You should decide on different arcas of interest to cover in the
magazine. You may alse want to think of ways to make the magazine more attractive to readers.

You do not need to come to a final decision or ta reach a conclusion tn your discussion. You showld try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your disctission task. You cannot lake notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannos answer any questions aboui the instructions or the task yon have to discuss. I you have any quesiions,
you may discuss them amang yourselves end that will be an accepiable part of your growp discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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" Preparation Time  (Tatal time: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Low-cost air travel shrinks a continent

Thanks to the large number of budpet airlines now
in operatian, Europeans can travel around their continent
cheaply and easily. For example, a return flight from
Landon ta Paris only costs about HK$600.

This revolution in air travel has transformed
European lifestyles as most of Enrape is nrow within
reach for most of its citizens. For example, people who
could not leave the Soviet Union unti! the early 1990's,
now fly to London for weekend shopping trips. Budget
air trave! has also given a welcome boost to towns which
were previously not popuiar tourist destinations, for
example, Bristo! in south west England and Dortmund in
Germany, Millie Smith, a fiight attendant for easyJet, the
lavgest jow-cost carrier in Europe, says, “As soon as a
budget carrier starts flying to an aivport, people will go

people think they have got nothing to lose.’

Europeans have not only changed their travel
choices but the way they live. Many British people have
bought homes in France and Spain. ‘I can bhe at my

‘second home in the south of France in about three hours

door to door,” says Biil Woods, a Londoner. Meanwhile
across the 25 countries of the European Union, martiage
between different nationalities is becoming increasingly
popular. This could be due to cheap air travel,

European air travel has become a powerful means
aof unifying and modemising Europe. Petra Kovak from
Bulgarta says that thanks to cheap flights, she travels io
other parts of Europe such as England and France at least
once a menth. ‘Europe now feels like a small friendly

town. Without the low-cost airiines, I would feel
isolated and cut afT from the rest of the continent.”

there. People are willing to go to places they haven't
even heard of just to see what they are like. The tickets
are cheap and aweekend away is always welcome so

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discusston)

The Hong Kong Airport Autherity is holding a competition to raise interest in air travel among penple in Hong Kong.
Participants need to produce a magazine called Air Trave! Now and In The Future. Your group wants to enter the competition.

You are meeting to discuss the content of your magazine. You should decide on different areas of interest to cover in the
magazine. You may also want to think of ways to make the magazine more attractive to readers.

You do not need to come io a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss bath the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the insiructions or the task you have fo discuss. If you have any guestions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of yaur group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 18 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but shoutd make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Is bigger better?

Later this year, the new Airbus A380 wilt join more seating than the previous largest aircraft, Awbus is
Singapore Airfines’ flect. This aircraft, which will be the ensuring wider seats and aisles for more passenger
world’s largest passenger airliner, can carty up ta 850 comfort, A spokesperson for Airbus safd individual
passengers. planes will be tailored specifically to meet the needs of

the carriers. ‘We can include flat beds rather than just

The triple-decker jet iz Airbus® answer to air reclining seats, shower facilities, a bar area, wireless
travel congestion and projcctions that passenger traffic network and se much more. It just depends on what the
will deuble in |15 years. Airbus already has orders for airlines want.” The A380 is also more fuel effictent, so it
150 of these new aircraft. The arrival of this huge can fly longer distances without refuelling.
aircraft has been met with excitement from many people
in the industry but also with concern from others. Eryl However, residents near Paris’ Charles-de-Gaulle
Smith, director of planning and development at London’s Airport complained ahaut the noise pollution the aireraft
Heathrow Aimart says, ‘It will change the face of [ong- generated. A French acoustics expert said he recorded a
haui travel, especially the high-volume international maximum sound level of 88 decibels on take aff whereas
routes such as London to New York. It will be casier for a level of 40 is normal at the airport. Other people are
passengers to get a seat on bugy routes.’ concemed about safety. Frequent flyer Jack Hope says,

‘ . ‘The planes are too big. What would happen in an

People who were lucky cnough to be on board the emergency? Hew can more than 800 people be quickly
gircraft when it was first tested said it was very and safely evacuated?’
comfortable. With 49% more floor space and only 35%

Part Two — Group Discussion (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

The Hong Kong Airport Authorilf is holding a competition to raise intercst in nir travel among people in Hong Kong,
Participants need to produce a magazine cailed Ajr Travel Now and In The Future. Your group wants to enter the competition.

You are meeting to discuss the content of your magazine. You should decide on different areas of interest to cover in the
magazine. You may also want to think of ways to make the magazine more attractive to readers,

You do not need to come fo a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss hoth the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have fo discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that wiil be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and wil{ be assessed.

" NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minsttes)

al bl

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%=2 minutes each)

Rend the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wish, you can add your own op infons or ideas. -

Fly for less

The no fills, low-cost air trave] trend has been
alive in Europe for a number of years. Heowever, this
phenemenon is only just becoming peopular in Asia and it
has not really hit Hong Kong yet.

AirAsia, a Malaysian budget carrier, is the
region’s most successful low-cost airfine. AirAsia flies
to some Asfan cities such as Phuket and Kuala Lumpur
and is hoping to add Hong Kong to the list soon. Budget
carriers generally choose to use cheaper airports such as
Singapore and Macau but avoid airports like Chek Lap
Kok, which charge sirlines very high landing fees.
However, AirAsia is hoping to strike a deal with the
Hong Kong Airport Authority and this may mean other
budget carriers will soon fly to and from Hong Kong,

Major airtines are concerned that their profits will
suffer as ftravellers choose the cheaper carTiers.
Traditionaily the people in Hong Kong who ¢an afford 1o

travel look for quality airlines with good service, such as
Calhay Pacific and Singapore Airlines. However, Jimmy
Fung, a businessman who frequently flies around the
region thinks that passengers will choose a low fare over
good service. He is deliphted that he will be able to save
money in the future and believes that cheap flights to and

~ from Hong Kong will be good for the territory. ‘Mare

people will come to Hong Kong to do business, and of
course more tourists will also visit our city if cheap
flights are available.’

Amanda Brown, a spokesperson for casyJet, the
bipgest budget carrier in Europe says that the availability
of cheap flights changes peeple’s way of life. “Once
low-cost flights ate available, people who had not really
considered travelling overseas before, because il was too
expensive for them, have the chance to do so now.’
Surcly this can only be pood for Hong Kong and its
people.

AL 5

Part Two — Group Discussion  (7atal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

"The Hong Kong Airport Authority is holding a competition to raisc interest in air travel among people in Hong Kong, -
Participants need to produce a megazine called Air Travel Now and In The Future. Your group wants to cnter the campetition.

You are meeting to discuss the content of your magazine. You should decide on different areas of interest to cover in the
magazine. You may also want to think of ways to make the magazine more atiractive to readers.

You do not need to come o a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task  You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol answer any questions about the insiructions or the task you have o discuss. if you have any questions, .
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of pour group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total time: 16 minutes)

Part One - Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each) -

Read the following passage. You may make nofes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation it
your own words. 1f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. .

Battle of the boys

Last summer, two boys dominated cinemas and Charlie, however, is described by Roald Dahl, the
bookshops and delighted millions of people arcund the author of Charlic and the Chocolate Factory, as ‘an
world, The first one was born with special powers in ordinary boy" but he has a difficult childhood. Charlie
magic and wizardry. The other grew up in poverty but lives in a tiny house with a Jarge family. His four
ended up being given the greatest chocolate factory in the grandparents share one bed and his father is unemployed,
world by its owner. The first Harry Potier novel was so they can only afford watery soup. Life is harsh for
published in 1997 while Charlie and the Choeolate Charlie until he finds a golden ticket that allows him to
Factory was first published 30 years earlier. Both novels visit Willy Wonka's amazing chocolate factory. Here, he
were turned into successfi] movies and both Harry and earns riches beyond his imagination because he is such a

Charlie have appealed to adults and children alike, Just good boy.

what else do they have in common, hewever? .
A fan, Jane, described how she preferred the

The simple answer is not a lot. Although the twa Charlie story because it shows how good characters can
bays face hardships, have amazing adventures and enjoy ~ overcome problems by working hard and being honest.
success; they come from very different backgrounds, ‘He has no supematural pewers and is not even clever — 1
Harry Potter inhcrits supernatural powers from his can refate to Charlic more than Harryl® said Jane.

parents and is destined to be a great wizard. Although he
loses his parents and is hasically alone in the world, he is
safe from evil becanse of his magical gifis. In short,
Harry Potter was born with fantastic powers.

Part Two - Group Discussion . (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your group are members of the schaol’s Book and Film Club and you arc meeting fo plan some activitics under a
programme called Learning about life from films and books.

You might like to start the discussion by choesing some beoks and films that will encourage students to think more about life
around them. You should also discuss how these books and films help people to cope with life’s challenges and suggest some
ways of promoting their themes through activities, -

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You showld iry to discuss both the
conient and procedures ivolved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the insiructions or the task you have to discuss. If yox have any guestions,
you may disenss them among yoursetves and that will be an aceeptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

- NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Tota! time: 10 minstes)

" Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%—2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes 1o use as the basis for your presentation, hut should make the presentation in
your own words, Tf you wish, yon can add your own opinions or ideas.

Battle of the girls

When people think of femnale authors, one name
that comes ta mind is J.K. Rowling. Although she has
achteved international fame and success, there are many
other famous female writers who may have been
overlooked. Bonnie, a local Farm Five student doing an
English project on female writers, found some other
names that should be placed alongside Rowling’s. ‘I
love the work of Eva Ibbotson, especially Journey to the
River Sea," said the student. She also picked a Chinese
writer catled Adeline Yen Mah, who has become famous
for her book called Chinese Cinderella, ‘1 would
recommend both books to anyone,’ said Bonnie.

The work by Adeline Yen Mah says much about
Chinese society and politics and is a true story. Just like
the famous fairy lale Cindereilla, it describes how
Adeline, the youngest member of the family, was

well as education, is a powerful one. Adeline was beaten
by her stepmother and even neglected at times bot she
worked hard, read books and eventually becante a doctor
and a writer. “Adeline’s achievements inspired me
because of what she achicved," she said.

Although Bonnie prefers Chinese Cinderella
hecause it is a true story, she argues that Journey to the
River Sea is a fantastic adventure novel, The book won a
major prize as the best children’s book in 2001 and tells
the stary of a young girl’s adventures in the jungles of
South America. The story has levable and bad characters
as well as a clever plot.

‘I tiked Journey to the River Sea because it shows
that if we have an open mind about places and people,
we can find the beauty that is 2l] around us,” Bonnie said.

P A

dominated by a crue] stepmother. Bennie claims that the

She claims that this booak i3 even better than Harry
story, which shows the importance of human character as ‘ :

Poiter!

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your group are members of the school’s Book and Film Club and you are meeting to plan some activities under a_
programme called Learning about life from films and books.

You might like 1o start the discussion by choesing some books and films that will encourage students to think more about life
around them. You should also discuss how these books and films help people to cope with life's challenges and suggest some
ways of promoting their themes through activities.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task  You cannol iake notes or write during the discussion. :

The.examiners cannot answer any questions ahaut the instructions or the task you have o discuss, If you have any guestions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

'NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY .
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Preparation Time  (Totai time: 16 minutes)

Part One - Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes ta use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own apinions or ideas. -

Books to help

These days more writers are producing books that
set out to make people think carefully about their own
lives and not simply to describe those of others. Some of
these books have become bestselters and in recent years,
two have stood out. The first book, The Frve People You
‘Mest in Heaven, was written by Miteh Albom and
focuses on how we see our lives on earth through death.
The sccand book is called Who Moved My Cheese?
Written by Dr, Spencer Johnson, it uses funny chamcters
to show how ta deal with change in life.

Mitch Albom puts forward the simple idea that
every ending like death is also a beginning. In the story a
man dies and goes to heaven where his life on earth is
explained to him by five pcople who had played an
impertant part in his life. *This story made me consider
the meaning of my life as well as what is waiting in
heeven,’ said a publisher. He recommmended the story to

people of all ages, especially those interested in the
meaning of life.

The second story has & lighter tone but an equally
important message. Many people find change in life
exciting but there are others whao see it as something to
be aftaid of Who Moved My Cheese? deals with this
issue by describing how four creatures living in o maze
deal with changes centred around a piece of cheese. The
cheese represents things in our lives like jobs, education
and relationships.

The- book, which has also become a film, is so
popular because it makes readers think about how they
can deal with changes in life with a more pasitive
attitude, *In fact both books make you look at life in a
different way, and that is 2 powerful thmg to achieve,’
s1ld the publisher.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tofal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minites diseusston)

You and your group afe members of the school’s Book and Fitm Club and you are meeting to p!an some activities undcr a
programme called Learning about fife ﬁ-orn Silms and books. .

You might like to start the discussion by choosing some books and films that will encourage stadents to think mere about life
around them. You should also discuss how these books and films help peaple to cape with life’s challenges and suggest some
ways of promoting their themes through activities.

You do not need io come to a final decision or io reach a conclusion te your discussion. You should try lo discuss hoth the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any guestions about the msirnctions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them amaong yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minuies)

. Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each)

- - Read the fallowing passage. You may make notes o use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own wards. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas, .

Books to inspire

People rend books mostly for pleasure ar as a way
to escape from their daily lives. But, there are also books
written about real people wha have evercome massive
obstacles in life. These books touch the hearts of readers,
who often fee! inspired by the bravery shown in the
books. Omne local teacher, Mr. Lo; recommends two
books about famous girls to all his students. *The story
of Helen Keller should be read by everyone and I also
urge my class to read The Diary of Anne Frank because
both books show young people what courage really is.’

Mr. Lo believes that students can gain much
through books like these, He argues that youngsters
these days are mostly concerned with their own lives and
do not stop to think of how lucky they really are. ‘Helen
Keller grew up blind and deaf and yet she was hungry to
Jearn & language in order to communicate with the world

that she mctually wrote many books including her
autobiographical stories, Light in My Darkness and The
Story of My Life. One student was decply touched,
‘Keller's bravery taught me to appreciate my own gifls
more and not to take things for granted.’

The Diary of Anne Frank, first published in 1947,
is the true story of n young Jewish girl hiding in a tiny
room from the enemy during World War II.  She died
before her sixteenth birthday but her diary pave the
worid a shocking but moving account of a tragic war. It
is now a classic.

Mr. Lo still pets emotional when he reads from
the Diary to his class, ‘Anne Frank had a terribly short
life, yet she wrote with so much spirit and compassion
showing that good triumphs aver evil if we just have

T e e

around her,’ said the teacher. He reminds his students faith.* .

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tota! time: 2 minuies preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
You and your group are members of the school’s Book and Film Club and you are meeting to plan some activitics under &
programme called Learning about life from films and bonks,

You might like to start the discussion by choosing some beoks and films that will encourage students to think mare zbout life
around them. You should also discuss how these books and films help people to cope with life’s challenges and supgest some
ways of promoting their themes through aciivities.

You do nat need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the insiructions or the task yon have to discuss. If you have any guestions,
.you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceplable part of your grovp discussian, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Set 12

Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total time: 18 minntes}

Part One — Individual Presentations (1%=2 minntes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the prcscntatmn in
your own words, 1f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. :

Benefits for all concerned

Anybody who works at a university in Hang
Kang will tell you that over the past few years therc have
been mare and mare overseas students on campuses.
This is duc to the drive to boost internationalisation of
higher edueation in Hong Kong and also the recruitment
of students from the mainland. Local students, averseas
students and educators alike all seem to agree that the
increase in foreign student numbers is very weleame,

Although some students from the mainland win
scholarships to study in Hong Kong, most have to pay
full fees as well as living expenses. Liao Xiangyu from
Chinese University explains, ‘It is very expensive to
study in Hong Kong. It costs around 400,000 yuan for o

most important being the opporfunity to improve one's
English language skills. Jim Songchap, a Thai student at
Baptist University explains, ‘The university teaches in
English and this is very important to me. Good English
skills are necessary for travelling abroad or gettmg a
goad job in the future.’

Mnany teachers in Hong Kong feel that more
scholarships and exchange programmes should be
avnilable for foreign students. They think it is important
to attract talented students, who may not necessarily
come from rich families. Tim Brown, a lecterer at City .
University says, ‘It is very beneficial for us to have
averseas students in our classes as this forces the local

- students to speak in English and it also means that they
become more aware of the world around them. Many of
our students have never had the chance to travel overseas
sa it's great if they can learn about different countries,
culmres and societies from their classmates.’

three-year degree course, This means only the students
from rich families ean apply.”

Despite this, most of the mainland smdents admit
that studying in Hong Kong has many advantages, the

Part Two — Group Discussion - (Total time: 2 minstes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

Your pnncipal {s keen to pmmbte internationalisation in your school as she feels that students need to be preparad to study and
work in multi-culturai environments, She has asked your group to help think of aclivities and events to -increase their
understanding of other cultures, -

You are meeting to discuss your ideas, You need to think of ways to promote multi-cultural awareness among students. You
should choase the best three ideas and discuss the details of how to run or organise these activitics throughout the schoo] year,

You do rot need to come 1o a final decision or 10 reach a conciusion to your discussion. You shonld try to discuss both the
eontent and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

- The examiners cannnt answer any quesiions about the instructions or the task you have io discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss thenr among yourseives and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

3 NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Tirng (Total time: 10 minvtes)

Part One - Individual Presentations  (J%-2 minutes each)

Réaﬁ the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words, If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

The international language

Universitics in Hong Kong are increasing efforts
ta foster internationalisation among their students.
‘Projects include exchange programmes and promotion of
contses overseas. As English is the international
language, it is recognised that students who wish to take
part in these programmes must be fluent in the language.
City University (CityD) is running various programmes
ta encourage communication in English on campus.

The English Language Centre at Cityl has been
employing ‘gappers’ for many years. ‘Gappers’ are
students from the United Kingdom who are taking a
*gap’ year or a yaar off between A-levels and university.
Mark Pcters, a former gapper says, ‘We organised fun
activitics for the students and because we are of a similar
age we related ta each other very well.’ These activites
are called Practical Language Activities {PLAs) and
include conversation practice, discussions about current
affairs and music appreciation.

Students from different depattments in the

sniversity come to the PLAs to speak English in a
relaxed setting, Many of the foreign students in the
university take parl as they are keen to meet new people.
Tutor Jeff Campbell says, ‘PLAs work really well as the
students can use their English in a real social
environment. It's great to sec local students mixing with
students of different natinnalitics and learning about new
cultures. Many of the Hong Kang students have never
interacted with foreign students befare.”

The English Language Mentaring Scheme is
anather initiative at CityU. Students who take part in the
scheme are placed in groups of around six people,
including a staff metnher, according to their interests,
Mentaring groups choose when and where to meet. The
only condition is that they afl communicate in English.
Some groups go out for dinner together, while others go
hiking. Student Angel Lim, who took part last year,
says, ‘Our mentoring group did lots of fun things, we
even went camping on Lantau, [ am much more
canfident speaking English now.’

T S RN S——

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)
understanding of other cultures,

You are meeting to discuss your ideas, You need to think of ways to promote multi-cultural awareness among students. You
should choose the best three ideas and discuss the details of how o run or organise these activities throughout the school year.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a canclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content avid procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannnt take notes or write during the discussion. :

. The examiners cannot answer any questions about the insiructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable pari of your group discussion, and wilf be assessed,

Your principal is keen to promate internationalisation in your school as she feels that students need to be prepared to study and
work in multi-cultural environments. She has asked your group to help think of activities and evenls to increase their .

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 nrinutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations (7 %-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes ta use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Relax the quota

Last September, more than 1,000 mainland
students from 17 different provinces enrolled in
undergraduate pragrammes in Hong Kong universities.
This figure has risen steadily since universities in our city
started accepting students from the mainiand four ycars
ago. However, the University Grants Committee anly
allows Hong Kong institutions ta recruit one in ten of its
undergraduates from outside the city and most educatars
befieve the quota should be increased.

Victor Fung, the University of Hong Kong's
council chairman, thinks universities in our city need o
be more international in order to meet fitture challenges.
‘If we atiract the brightest students we will also attract
the brightest teachers. Talent atiracts talent.’ He adds
that almost 5,000 siudents from the mainland applied to
study at the University of Hong Kong last year, but
places were only given to 250.

universities in our territory are forced to tum away
talented students due fo the restrictions of the
government-imposed quota. He believes the govemment -
should increase the quota to 25%, Other professors at
the university agree with him and admit that they bad to
reject students with exiremely goed ecedemic
backgrounds, who performed very well in their
interviews, just because of the 10% restriction.

It is certain that in this era of intemationalisation,
recruiting more overseas students and creating 8 multi-
cultural environment on our umiversity campuses will
bring many benefits. Victor Fung said that universities
in Hong Kong should take advantage of the city’s
position as a bridge between east and west and become
centres for training the next generation of commercial,
industrial and medical leaders. However, some local
students do not agree and fear that there will be fewer

places for them if more overseas students are admitted,

Professor Pang of the Hang Kong University of
Science and Technology thinks that it {s a shame that

Part Two — Group Discussion.  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 mintes discussion)

Your principal is keen to promote internationalisation in your school as she feels that students need to be prepared to stody and
work in multi-cultural environments. She has asked your group to help think of activities and cvents to increase their
understanding of ether cultures. : : -

You are meeting to discuss your ideas. You nced to think of ways to promote muilti-cuttural awareness among students. You
should cheose the best three idens and discuss the details ef how to run or organise these activities throughout the school year.

You do not need ta come to a final decision or to reach a conciusion tn your discussion. You should try to discuss hoth the
conieni and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannol answer any questions ahout the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
yo may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assassed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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- Preparation Time  (Tata! ime: 18 minutes)

Part_One — Individual Presentations (1%—2 minutes each)

Read the fallowing passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your ewn words, if you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. '

Cultures come together

Since the University Grants Committee’s call to
promote the internationalisation of higher education in
Hong Kong, all of the universities in our territory have
been implementing new plans to achieve this.

) * City University has undertaken a number of steps.

It has been strengthening intermational ties to boost
student exchange programmes with overseas universities.
It is also promoting its undergraduate and postgraduate
courses overseas in the hope of recruiting more students
from outside Hong Kong. On campus, there are activities
to help prepare local students for intermationalisation and
there is a new unit catled the International and Nen-lacal
Students Office, which provides services for mainland
and overseas students.

Douglas Weng, president of the Students’ Union
at Cityl) said, ‘Quite a 1ot of students are satisfied with
just completing their three-year studies. They do not
make use of the opportunities t¢ communicate with
overseas stedents.” However, it is important that students

understand the benefits of internationalisation for their
future. According to Betty Choi of the English Langnage
Centre, ‘In this era of globalisation, most companies,
whether biz or small, are internationalised, 1f students
do not understand this trend, the consequences are
obvious.”

Increasing the number of non-local studenis on
campus automatically creates &sn  international
atmasphere. This means local stedents will be able to
communicate with people of other cultures and their
cultoral sensitivity will he developed as they study and
possibly even live together, Many staff think that the
uniiversity sheuld hold more cultural activities such as
African Night pr French Week to chcourage students to
care more about the international community and respect
cultural diversity. Another idea is to invite speakers
from various countries to come and talk about colture
and |ife in their country. Betty Choi says, *These kinds
of activities will definitely widen our students’ horizons
and make them more aware of the world around them.”

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Toraf fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

Your principal is keen to promote internationalisation in your school as she feels that students need to be prepared to study and
work in multi-cultural environments. She has asked your group to heip think of activitics and events to increase their
understanding of other cultures.

You are méeting to discuss your ideas. You need to think of weys to promote multi-cultural ewareness among students. You |
should choose the best three ideas and discuss the details of how to mn or arganise these activities througheut the school year.

You do rot need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try fo discuss both the
content and procedvres involved in your discussion task  You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions abaut the instructions or the task you have to disenss. If yow have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselvex and that will be an aeceptable part of your gronp disctission, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total thne: 10 niiriutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations . (%2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
_your own words, 1f you wish, you can add your awn opinions or ideas. "

An evil influence?

In 2001, nearly US$10 billion detlars was spent
on buying video games, and according to research there
are over 40 million homes in the United States with video
game consoles, Another intemational study found that
American teenage boys spend around 18 heurs a week
playing video games. - In light of these statistics it is not
surprising to hear that Hillary Clinton, a well-known
American politician, has accused video games of
‘stealing the innocence of our children’.  Other
commentators have been more critical with some arguing
that video games can turn children into violent monsters.

Games like Doom, Grand Thefi-Auto and Street
Fighter have recelved an enthusiastic response from
players but critics of video games are worricd about the
effects of the games on youngsters' psychological weli-
being. A psychologist from an American university
pointed to the amount of killing that takes place in many

rehearse the act of murder on sereen until it seems real,’
snid Dr. Grossman. He believes that children are not
born violent but such games can change their persanality
to make them violent.

Adding weight to Grossman’s view is a study
which found that video games lead to more aggression in
children. In fact, video games have becn cited as a
possible cause of a number of real shoetings in schools in
America. .

A teacher from the UK wonders why these games
focus on killing so much. She believes that playing these
games on a regular basis can de-sensitise children. In
other words, the more they play, the less shocking they
find the images and the more normal they find the
violence. ‘Arc we trying te bring up a generation of
child soldiers ready to kill anything that moves?" she

video games. ‘The willingness to kill ancther person asked.

isn’t natural behaviour, yet such games let players

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your classmates are taking part in an IT project at school. You have been asked to come up with some idecas for a
video game that would be fun, educational and appealing to teenagers.

In your group, you might like to start by discussing the game you would like to develop as well as some of the main features you
want to include in your vidco game. You should also consider the different ways to promote it. Justify your arguments.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should iry to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in yonr discussion task. You cannot take notes or write duiring the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any quesiions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Tota! time: 180 minxtes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If yon wish, you can add your ewn opinions or ideas.

Just how bad are video games?

The argument that video games can i angelic young age and gives them recurring nightmares and other
children inte evil monsters has become popular in recent psychological prablems?” he replics.
years. However, is aggression in children the only
negative influence? Not according to experts in child Over sixty per cent of children report that they
psychology. They worry more about the social and play video games longer than any other type of activity.
developmental dangers of video games on young people. This means that while they may be interacting with
Many parents also worry that their children spend hours characters. on the scrcen, they are not developing any
in their rooms only playing video pames. There is social skills through interaction ‘and play with other
growing evidence o suggest that these concerns are children, 1t gets worse when children make playing these
jJustified. games a habit and get addicted to them.

A leading psychologist claims that violent video A mather from Tung Chung, Mrs, Li, complains
games set a very bad role model for youngsters. ‘It is that her son is ‘always® playing video games. ‘We enly
natural for children to be easily influcnced as they grow see him at meal times and even then he says very little,’
up and violent imagery from these games can stay in she explained. What worries her most, though, is that he
their minds for a long time — that is unhealthy,” Dr. Gray is growing up with a very negative view of the warld
argued. He gets angry when people say that video games hecause he sees everything as being dangerous and
are just o bit of fun, *‘How can they be “fun” when the violent through his games.
violence on screen gels inta children's heads at such a

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total fime: 2 minutes preparasion, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your classmates are taking part in an IT project at school. You have been asked to come up with some ideas fora
video game that would be fun, educational and appealing to teenagers.

In your group, you might like to start by discussing the game you would like to develop as well as some of the main features you
want to include in your video game. You should also consider the different ways to promote it. Justify your arguments.

You do not need to come o a final decision or tn reach a conclusion to your discussion. Yot should try to discuss both the
content and procedures invoived in your discussion task. You cannot lake notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task pou have to discuss. f you have any guestions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and thai will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Toial time: 18 niinntes)

Part One — Individual Presentations - (7%-2 mirtutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. Tf you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Don’t exaggerate!

With video games and, in particular, violent
games altracting se tuch negative publicity, parents
must wonder what to do when their children ask for the
latest game. Parents play a vital role in the healthy
development of their children. If a child is allowed to
play video games non-stop, there are bound to be health
and developmental problems — just like thosc caused by
watching television all day long or eating hamburgers
every mealtime, :

Mrs. Lim has raised her two young boys with
strict guidelines on how and when to use video pames.
“They are not allowed to play the games in their
bedroom. They have to play in the living room where
they are supervised. 1 glso set time limita with an hour a
day allowed, providing their homework is done first!” she
said,

Psychologists agrec that the simple remedy for

the violence in video games. They suggest that parents
can maximise the benefits of games by encouraging
children to play games together instead of on their own.
Another parent ndmitted that he rents the games and
never buys them because, ‘then, | can always return the
ones that are taa violent”. Moderation seems to be the

key.

Years ago, tock music was seen 85 A harmful
influence on youngsters but it is mere universally
accepted today. Perhaps parents now need to work on
hew to accept video pames instead of criticising them,
Much of the research on whether video games can make
children violent has been criticised for only focking at
short-term effects. One study that did look at the effects
of frequent playing of games over onc month by children
actually found that there was no increase in levels of
aggression. - So who is telling the truth and are video
games really se dangerous?

parents is to just say ‘no’ when they are worried about

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes prepasation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your classmates are taking part in an IT preject ot school. You have been asked to come up with some ideas for a
video game that wouid be fun, educational and appealing to teenagers. '

In your group, you might like to start by discussing the game you would like to develop as well as some of the main features you
want to inclode in your video game, You should also consider the different ways to promote it. Justify your arguments.

You do not reed to come to a final decision or io reach a conctusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot iake notes or write during the discussion. .

The cxdminers cannot answer any quesiions abowt the instructions or the task you have ta discuss. 1If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yoursefves and that will he an acceptabie part of vour group discussion, and will be assessed,

. NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY -
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- _Preparation Time  (Total time: 10 minuies) ) o _I

" Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%—2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in ||
" your own words. 1f you wish, you can add your own opinions or idens. : |
: i

[

Much more than violence
. The debate about whether video games are bad for War 11 from starting. In & way it is like putting the
children is likely te rage for a long time. Researchers student into the subject that they are studying,’ Davies
seem ta be divided on whether the games are a harmful said.
influence or not, Looking around video game stores, it is
easy to see that there are slso countless games which can In fact there are several such games that require
have an extremely positive influence on young people, so the player to analyse different situations, read
perhaps this is an area that needs more publicity. It is informatiosn and make decisions. This involves preblem-
already widely accepted that when childrer play video solving and critical thinking at the highest level! Other
games they are impreving their hand and eye ‘games’ provide the chance for players to build &
coordination skills, as they have to react guickly to business empire, or market and sell different preducts.
whatever happens on the screen. Now, it secems that Some cven allow the player to manage famous feotball
there are other benefits. teams.

‘I think people are being quite narrow-minded Mr. Davies believes that the negative image of
when they only focus on violent games,” commented Mr. video games is a result of the generation gap. ‘Most
Davies, a computer shop owner. He believes that players are under 30 and most pcople wha eriticise video
technological advances have turned videa games into games are over 40. They are just like the people who
powerfizl educational tools. ‘We sell a game that places blamed the Internet for all the prablems in the world. It's
the player 1n the middle of Europe in the 1930"s and he not fair.’
then has to make political decisions that will stop World

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minuses discussion)

You and your classmates are taking part in an IT project at school. You have been asked to come up with some ideas fora .
video game that wauld he fun, educational and appealing to teenagers.

In your group, you might like to start by discussing the game you would like to develop as well as some of the main features you
want to include in your vidco game. You should also consider the different ways to promote it. Justify your arguments.

You do nof need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion fo your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion iask. You cannot take niotes or write during the discussion. ’

* The examiners cannot answer any guestions ahout the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any guestions,
you may discuiss tham among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total fime: 10 minutes}

Part One — Individual Presentations o o2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. [f you wish, you can add your own epinions or ideas. . :

Born free

In the late 1970's, China introduced a added that China’s increasing wealth and the one-child
controversial policy to deal with its enormous population, policy have bath created this new generation of free
The one-child policy meant that married couples were spending young people,
supposed to have just one baby and no more. Now,
nearly 30 years after that policy was introduced, the Miss Wang is 24 and lives with her parents in
emergence of the new ‘only child' gencration is leading Shanghai. She has ne brothers and sisters because of the
to some intercsting social and economic changes. In fact, ane-child policy and she is very aware of the significance
researchers argue that this growing proup of young of this. ‘My father has three brothers and two sisters.
Chinese haye as much cconomic power a3 youngsters in My mother has four brothers. T am an only child and
more modern countrics such as the United States and therefore I do not have to compete with siblings. T have
Japan. : mote attention so [ think T am luckier.” She says that she

_ still lives with her parents because it is comvenient and

The mast striking similarity is the way in which allows her to save money.
young people spend moncy on brand name preducts.
‘They are just like any other young person from the Miss Wong claims that she will not marry until
suburbs of a large ‘western city. They want the mast she is in her 30°s. When asked why not, she replied,
recent telephone, the trendiest watch and the latest ‘Why should 1? 1 have everything ! need. I like my
fashions,” said one commentator. Everyone is familiar financial independence, I've benefited from the one-
with the rapid development of China's economy which child rule.”

has led to massive increases in personal wealth. He

Part Two -~ Group Discussion’  (Tetal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minufes discussion)

You and your groupmates are doing a project on Social changes in modern China as part of a joint activity for the English and
Chinese Panels. This project will be exhibited at a school Open Day. You are meeting to plan it.

You should first consider some of the changes that have taken place in madem China and the consequences of these changes.
You should then discuss different ways to research the topic and plan how you can obtain interesting and relevant information to
make your project attractive.

You do not need to come to a final decision or o reach a conclusion o your discussion. You should try te discnss both the
comtent and pracedres imvolved in your discussion task. You canmot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannof answer any guestions abowd the instritetions or the task you have to discuss, If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceprable part of your group discussion, and wilf be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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‘Pl"cparation Time - (Total time: 10 minutes)

" Part One — Individual Presentations  (7%-2 minutes each}

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentatien, but should make the presentation in
your own words. Ifyou wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

The new generation

Last year, Hung Hing bought a new car, a affaid to spend their hard-sarned cash.
personal computer and paid for his parenis to visit
Disneyland in Hong Kong. Hung is a member of China's One marketing executive in China estimates that
new generation of rich youngsters who have transformed this group of wealthy young peapie has no worries about
the image of their country. *Things are so different for spending money on luxury goods. ‘They know that they
my generation, compared to my father’s early years. We have long-term earning potential so they can easily spend
can do anything now if we have moncy,” Hung said. a month's salary on ene item without thinking twice," he
Getting money does not seem to be a prablem for said, Hung agrees and reveals that he spent almost
youngsters like him and perhaps this explains his 20,000 yuan on a car within two menths of getting his
confidence, first job. .

Hung is a graduate who studied engineering in 8 It is not just their salaries that the youngsters are
leading Beijing university. Because more and mere spending. AfRer they have secured a job, banks and
places are being provided at universities across China, finance companies are quick to offer them loans. This
the number of graduates has expanded preatly. In 2004, provides people like Hung with cven more financial
almost three million students gradvated with degrees power and means that the economy continues to be
from universities and this was double the figure than in driven by this new generation of consumers. For Hung,
2002, When they enter the job market, graduates ere able there i3 a new priority. ‘I want to buy a Rolex watch
to command better salaries than their peers who do not next.' :
possess degrees. Once they start earning, they are not

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Totaf time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You and your groupmates are doing a project on Social changes in modern China as part of & joint activity for the English and
Chinese Panels. This project will be exhibited at a school Gpen Day. You are mesting to plan it.

You should first consider some of the changes that have taken place in modern China and the consequences of these changes. .
You should then discuss different ways to research the topic and plan how you can obtain interesting and relevant information to -
make yout project attractive.

You do noi need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion o your discssion.  You should try to discuss both the
content and pracedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take nates or write during the discussion.

The excaminers canniol answer any quesiions abowut the insiructions or the task yoit have to discuss. If you have any guestions,
" “you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and wilf be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Totwaf time: 10 minstes)

Part One - Indwtdual Presentatlons {I1%—2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may makc notes to use as the basis for vour presentation, but should makc 1.he. presentanon in
your own wnrds If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

What responsibility?

. As millions af children in China have grown up
without brothers or sisters becaiuse of the one-child
policy, many differences can be seen between their
upbringing and that of their parents’. These differences
are causing concern, particularly for the elderly members
of the family. The state media have also wamed of the
dangers of ‘spoilt’ children in society.

Miss Yu got married jast year on her 28th
birthday, She says that she does not want to start a
farily of her own until she is well into her 30's. In fact,

Yu and her husband are living with his parents because -

they look after the couple so well. “We are their only
children and that means they spoil us. When I have g
child, then wa'll move out,” snid Yu. This scems rather
selfish in a way, but the fact that so many families only
have one child means that the infant inevitably becomes

grawn up enjoying many different benefits compared fo
their parents’ generation.

During Chinese New Year, children often receive
‘lueky money’ from relatives, Because there is only one
child in a family, he or she gets a larger amount as it does
not have to be shared between brothers and sisters.
However, there are also disadvantages to this situation.
Many of these youngsters have been looked after so weil
during their childhood that they are unable to shoulder

" responsibility for other members of their family, most

notably the elderly anes.

‘My son is 34 now and he cannot even cook his
own meals. How is he going to look after me when I get
older?” compisined one man. ‘Even if he wanted to, my
son does not have the skills ta look after his elderly

the “little emperor’ or ‘empress’. These children have relatives. [t's hard for everyone.’

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 18 minutes discussion)
You and your groupmates ate doing & preject on Sociaf changes in modein China as part of a joint activity for the English and
Chinese Panels. This project will be exhibited at a school Open Day, You are meeting fo plan it.

You should first consider seme of the changes that have taken place in modern China and the consequences of these changes.
You should then discuss different ways ta research the topic and plan how you can obtain interesting and relevant mfnrmatton to
make your project attractive.

You do not need to come to a f nal decision or to reach a conclusion to your di.s‘cuss‘mn You should try to discuss both the
content Md procedures mvo!ved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any qum!!ons about the instructions or the task yon have to discuss. If you have any quesnons'.
you may discuss rhem amang yourselves and that witl be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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" Preparation Time  (Total fime: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage, You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. [f you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

Change agents

After the tragic events in Tiananmen Square in
1989, student movements across China weakened., Those
were dark days for Chinese youngsters who were cager
for political change. In 2006, however, the younger
members of society are again bringing about change on
the mainland, but it has nothing to do with politics.
- Instead, the changes are related to consumerism as more
and more advertising agencies try to take advantage of a
young and wealthy generation.

Napoleon orce declared that ‘the waorld should fet
China sleep because when the dragon awakes, the whole
world will shake’. Todsy, with economic growth at
nearly 9% a year, the world is well aware of China's
econemic awakening.  For many businesses, this
represents a wonderful opportunity to expand trade and
increase profits. More and more foreign companies are
pouring money into China and many are targeting
wealthy people in their 20°s and 30's.

Of course, car companies, fashion houses and
lwury goods makers want to sell their brands and
products to the wealthy youngsters directly bul they glso
see another advantage of targeting the new gencration.
‘Many of these people who are relatively young, but eam
good money, still live with their parents. By targeting
the younger members, we are also hoping to infiuence

" the tastes of their older relatives. That is the way to

expand our market,’ said a major tetailer.

Research scems to support this marketing
strategy. Because many young people still reside at
home, their spending habits can easily be copied by
parents. Traditional tastes in Chinese food are changing
as younger family members bring home different food
preducts, Coffee imports are threatening typical Chinese
drinks like tea because younger people are making them
papular, *I hought my first pair of jeans last week,’ said
one elderly man. His daughter showed him where to buy

thetn!

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total fime: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minstes discussion)

You and your groupmates arc doing a project on Socia! changes in modern China as part of a joint activity for the English and
Chinese Panels. This project will be exhibited at a school Open Day. You are meeting to plan it. S

You should first consider some of the changes that have taken place in modern China and the consequences of these changes.
You should then discuss different ways to research the topic and plan how you can obtain interesting and relevant information to
‘make your project attractive.

You do not need to come 1o & Sinal decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should iy to discuss both the

content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or write dtiring the discussion.

yout may discuss thetn among yourseives and that witl be an acceptable part of your grovp discussion, and will be assessed

- The examiners cannot answer any guestions about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Set 15

Preparation Time  (7otal time: 10 minutes).

Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%-2 minutes each) - -

Read the following passage. You may meake noles to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the preseritation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. . :

International short film festival

Last July saw the launch of Hong Kong's first
intemationa]  shert  film . festival at Broadway
Cinematheque. Whilc the festival was aimed at a general
audience, the organisers said it had a special relevance
for young people. '

Festival organiser, Jonathon Hung, said that many
of the films were specialiy chasen because of their appeal
to youngsters. They included, for example, animations
combining digital technology and traditional Japanese art
farms, works by young directers and films about local
eulture or teen values. The films in the Korean drama
section reflected the love fives and lifestyles of South
Korea's young people. Mr. Hung remarked, ‘I hope

teenage viewers will realise that cuitures in different

countries are very diverse and this diversity is reflected
in how they cxpress themselves.” The erganisers were
~ worried that the event would have to be cancelled whon
one of their key sponsors withdrew funding. However,

included more than 110 short films from. around the
world, including Germany, Thailand and Hong Kong.

Although short films arc piaying an increasingly
important role at top international film festivals, there
has never been a comprehensive festival in Hong Kong
screening just short films from arownd the world.
Festival organisers hope that by bringing quality short
films to Hong Kong, they can change people’s attitudes
io independent film making. ‘Many people are only keen -
to see big name films from famous directors, but people
should be more open-minded ebout independent films
and films from new directors,’” said Joyce Chan, a -
member of the organising committee. :

Mr. Hung thinks that short films should net be
regarded as inferfor and people should not think they are
mercly a stepping stone for new directors. ‘Many
concepts cannot be developed into a feature film and arc

the festival went ahead and was o huge success. It best handled in short films,” he said.

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Tofal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

Your principal has asked the school's Film Club to organise a joint-schioal film making competition to raise awareness and
interest in film making as an art form., .- :

You are-members of the Film Club. You are meeting to discuss the organisation of the competition. You should discuss the
types of films that students can submit, the awards to be given and how you will publicise the event. You should also think
about inviting judges and sponsors for the event. . :

You do noj‘neéd to come to a final decision or o reach a conclusion to yonr discussion. You should try fo discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannol take notes or write during the discussion.

‘The examiners cannot answer any questions aboul the instructions or ihe task you have to discuss. If you have any guestions,
yor may discuss them among yovrseives and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Total fime: 10 mimutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (2%-2 minures each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in '
your own words. If you wish, you can add your ewn opinians or ideas.

Singapore’s annual film festival

Althouph last year’s annual film festival in
Singrpore was surrounded by controversy, it did achicve
its main aim, which was te give Asian film makers the
chance to showease their work.

One of the concerns in the tead up to the festival
was the lack of funding from the Singapore Film
Commission. In fact the total budget for the I18ih
Singapore International Film Festival (SIFF) was only
HKE3.8 million, which is approximately one tenth of the
funding for thé Bangkok festival. Then, there was the
image problem. One month before the festival, first-time
film maker, Martyn See, was told to withdraw his short
film hecatise censors said it was too political.

However, despite all of this fuss, festival director
Philip Cheah thinks the event was a big success. The
festival showcased over 300 fitms from 40 countries and

gave prizes to the Best Asian Feature Film and Best
Singapore Short Film. Cheah said, ‘Even with the new
film festivals in Southeast Asia, I think there is still a
lack of knowledge about the films made in the region.
That is why the SIFF, the oldest international film
festival in Southeast Asia, won't [ose its importance,”

According to many of the festival attendees, the
SIFF provides & forum for independent fitm makers to
show their films, especielly first-time film makers. Amir
Muhammad, a Malaysian film writer says, ‘The SIFF has
the courage te pick films that nobody has heard of.” It
was the first place where some of his films were shown.
He believes that a festival should give new film makers a
chance to show their works rather than just promote the
films of famous directors, whom we already Know.
Thanks to festivals such as SIFF, the world is siowly
sitting up and taking notice of these Asian films.

ended with the Silver Screen Awards Ceremony which

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 16 minates discussion)
Your principal has asked the school’s Film Club to organise a joint-schoo! film making competition to raise awareness and
interest in film making as an art form.

You are members of the Film Club. You are meeting to discuss the organisation of the competition. Yeu should discuss the
types of films that students can submit, the awards to be given and how you will publicise the event. You should alsa think
about inviting judpes and sponsors for the event.

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion io your discussion. You should try to discuss boih the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any guestions about the insiructions or the task you have lo discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (7otal rime: 10 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (74-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage.. You may make notes 10 use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in .
your own words, If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. o

Boost for Hong Kong film makers

At its peak, during the early 1990°s, Hong Kong
was producing more than 300 movies & year
Unfortunately, the industry has seriously dectined and
last year fawer than 50 films came out of Hong Kong.
However, 16cal film makers got a welcome boost last
year when -four Hong Kong productions were
prominently featured at the 62nd Venice International
Film Festival (VIFF).

In fact, Hong Kong movies were chosen to open
the festival and also to close it. This was a huge honour
for the director of Seven Swords, Tsui Hark; and also for
Peter Chan Ha-sun, director of Perkaps Love, the closing
film. The VIFF is one of the world’s most prestigious

- festivals and it was the first time that Hong Kong films

the best film category. Festival director Marco Milller
said Everlasting Regret ‘is a masterpiece ond [ was’
moved to tears when I watched it'. Although the film did
niot win the Golden Lion, it won the arts communication
award, Another film, /nitial D, starving pop stars Jay
Chou Jie-lun and Edison Chen Koon-hei was screened as
part of the official selection at the festival. The film was
a box office suceess in Flong Kong [ast summer,

Festival director Marco Milller is an expert on
Astan feature films. He studied on the mainland and has-
worked on many Heng Kong features, Milller said that
his background partly explains the focus on Hong Xong
films at the festival. Franco Arancio, a festival organiser
said, *The festival is the first to include so many films

from Hong Kong directors, and it is very rare to have the
opening and closing films from the same country. This -
is a really positive step forward for Hong Kong film
makers.’

have opened and closed a festival of this scale.

Everlasting Regret, from director Stanley Kwan
Kam-pang was nominated for the Golden Lion Award in

Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

Your principal has asked the school’s Film Club to organise 2 joint-school film making competition to raise awarcness and
interest in flm making as aa art form,

You are members of the §ilm Ciub. You arc meeting to discuss the organisation of the competition. You should discuss the
types of films that students can submit, the awards to be given and how you will publicise the event. You should alse think
about inviting judges and sponsors for the event. ‘ :

You do not need to come to a final decision or to teach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot ain,s*wer any quesilons about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have anj' questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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| . Preparation Time

{Total thme: 10 minntes)

L—.

Part One - Individual Presentations

(1 %~2 minutes each)

~ Read the foilowiﬁg passage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas.

You can make films too!

New wéhnolcgy has opened up the worfld of

© gineima to new film makers. Equipped with digital video

(DV) camerat, large numbers of people are
experimenting with film making. While the quality of
the end producis is varisble, some of the new film
makers are finding success.

Fiim festivals around the region are taking nofe,
The Hong Kong International Film Festival (HKIFF)
now has a Separate category for DV films, as the
organiscrs recognise that a substantial number of DV
films are being made around Asia. Beatrice Chan of the
HKIFF said, 'OV has had an important effect on the
emergence of new independent film makers. With
affordable equipment, ffim making fas become casier,
and new directors no longer need large smounts of
mongy to make their first film.’ )

The DV boom inspired film maker Diao Yinan to
take up directing, His first film, Uniform, is an unofficial

production and akhough he made it in China, he does not
have a permit to show the film there. Dizo says, ‘DV isa
grest thing which has given opportunities lo a lot of
people. All of us DV film makers have a lot of passion
for film making.' He thinks DV allows film makers in
China to shoat quictly and cheaply without the
knawledge of the censors at the Film Bureau,

While digital video is giving audiences the chance

to view a new kind of film, the technolopy also gencrates -

more films which are not up to standard in terms of
storyline, acting and editing. Matthew Cheng, 2 DV
enthusiast says, ‘Digital film making is the new big
thing. If you have a limited budget, DV is perfect as
there are no developing costs. DV is also wore
aceessible to the general public as the technology is uscr-
friendly. However, some people just get haid of a
camera, find friends to act, and start shooting. This
means thiere are some veaily terrible mavies out there.’

(Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 1) minnies discussion)

Part Two — Group Discussion

Your principal has asked the school's Film Club to organise a joint-school film making compelition to raise awarengss and
~ interest in film making as an art form.

You are members of the Film Club. You are meeting to discuss the organisation of the competition. You should discuss the

types of films that students can submit, the awards to be given and how you will publicise the event. You should also think
about inviting judges and sponsors for the event.

" content and procedures invalved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes ar writc during the discussion,

‘yon may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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" You do not need to come 1o a final decision or o reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss both the =

| - The examiners cannot answer any quéstions about the Instructions or the task you have to discnss. f you have any questions, -
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Candidate A

Preparation Time  (Total ime: 16 minutes)

Part One — Individual Presentations  (744-2 minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to usc as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentatinn‘ in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. . ’ o

Preserving Hong Kong’s past for the future

The diversity and cultural uniqueness of & city is The government has made some effort to preserve .
reflected in its cultural heritage, Many cities around the Hong Kong’s past, but with disappainting results, There
world have worked towards preserving their historical is little coordination between departments and its |
past for future geperations. In Heng Kong, the severe attlempis at heritage conservation have completely
shortage of land for - development, the commercial destroyed the original character of historical buildings
interests of property develapers and the lack of a clear and even their surrounding atmosphere. The Western
government policy on heritage conservation have Market in Sheung Wan was preserved, but the tourist-
resulted in the loss of many of the city's historical type shops that have opened in it have completely
treasures. destroyed its former lively atmosphere. In its present

home near Prince Edward, the Mongkok bird market has

In the last few decades, several historically none of the appeal of its original locaticn at Yuen Po
significant buildings have vanished. The Lee Theatre, Street. '
the Old Hong Kong Club, the former General Post
Office, the former KCR station in Tsim Sha Tsui and the Hong Konp people are becoming increasingly
Repulse Bay Hotel are some examples of beautiful oid aware that they need to take prompt action to save the
buildings that have crumbled under developers’ city’s unique character and individuality. Jimmy Tan, an
bulldozers. Local districts which have been of historical architecture student at Chinese University, stresses the
valug, such as the Kowloon Walled City and parts of importance  of preserving the city’s  heritage.
Wanchai, have slowly disappeared in the push for “urban *Development does not mean destroying our valuable
re-development’. The future of the Central Police Station past. Our culre and identity are reflected fn our
also remains uncertain, heritage and that is why it must be preserved.’

Part Twe — Group Discussion (Total thme: 2 minuies preparation, 10 minntes discussion)

You arc a member of your school's History Club. Your club is planning to hold a display in your school entitled Preserving Old
Hong Kong. .

You are meeting to discuss the display. You should think about which parts of Hong Kong's culture and history to focus on.
You may also like to discuss exactly what to include in the display, ways of cellecting material and information and ways of
making the display look attractive,

You do not need to come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try te discuss both the
content and procedures imvolved in your discussion task. You cannot iake notes or write during the discussion. :

The examiners cannot answer any qaies::'om about the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed,

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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: Preparation Time (Total fimme: 10 mimites)

Part One —~ Individual Presentations (m-z minutes each)

Read the following passage. You may make notes to usc as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or ideas. . -

Tai Cheong Bakery returns

. Bvery day for years, people have been queuing up protected.  Although Selina Chow admitted that the
outside Tai Cheong Bakery on Lyndhurst Terrace in government could not really do anything to help the
Central. They are there to sample the famous egg tarts, bakery, she said she would help the owner relocate.
which were a favourite of former governor, Chris Patten.

Fortunately the bakery opened on the same street

Last year, however, the popular bakery was forced after only being closed for three months. The rent of the
to clase down after the landlord raised the rent from new shep is cheaper and the owner said, “We ave really
$38,000 a month to $80,000. The owner of the bakery, lucky to be able to continue the tradition. Our preduct
Au  Yeung Tin-yon, was obviously extremely will be unchanged, the taste will remain the same and we
disappointed. He admitted that he was a victim of the won't increase our price” He has hung up the old
economic recovery and he could not afford the increased photograph of Chris Patten eating an egg tart on the wall
rent as he was only charging $3.50 for an egg tatt. . in the new shop and says that whenever Mr. Patten is in )
Hong Kong, he still visits the shop to have an egg tart,
Legislator Tommy Cheung Yu-yan and executive Last November, Mr. Parten was in town ‘and did not
counciller Selina Chow, wha is also chairperson of the forget the bakery. Tommy Cheung and Sclina Chow are
Tourism Board, stepped in to help find the bakery a new delighted, but Chow admits that the governmeat needs to
home. They bath felt very strongly that the 51-year-old improve its preservation policy for establishments with
bakery is part of Hong Kong’s heritage and should be cultural value. !

~ Part Two — Group Discussion  (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You are 2 member of your school’s Histery Club. Your club is planning te hold a display in your scheal entitled Preserving Oid
Hong Kong. ’

You are meeting to discuss the display. You should think about which parts of Hong Kong's culture and history to facus on.
You may also like to discuss exacily what ta include in the display, ways of collecting material and information and ways of
making the display ook attractive. '

You do not need 1o come to a final decision or to reach a conclusion to your discussion. You should try to discuss b_nrh' the
* content and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about the instructions or the task you have to diseuss. If you have any questions,
you may disctiss them among yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will be assessed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time . (7otal time: 10 minutes)

Part Onc — Individual I".resentation S (I %2 minutes each)

Read the follewing passage. You may make notes to vse as the basis for your presentation, but shou[d make the presentation in .
vaour own words. If you wish, you can add your own opintons or ideas.

Dai pai dong: a thing of the past?

It seems that government policy is full of
contradiction, Last year the government shut down the
80-year-old Man Yuen noodle shop on Elgin Strest in
Central when the licenses, Wong Kwong-hin died.
However, the Hong Kong Heritage Museum recognised
that the old dai pai dong had historical significance and
was keen to preserve the memory of the famous shop.

In fact, a representative from the museum ook
viden clips of the fond stall and acquired the catery’s
handwritten sign, old menus and license, He said, ‘The
material we have taken fram the restaurant reflects the
lively culture of the old ume-;

Catering sector legislator, Tommy Cheung, was
upset that the shop had to close. He said the dai pai dong
hed attracted tourists because it was part of Hong Kong's

places left. Where can tourists go for a special eating
experience when all of the old places are gone? Dai pai

- dongs should be regulated so that they are clean and safe,
but should not be allowed to die out.”

However, according to the Food and
Envivonmental Hygiene Department, street-side cooked
food stalls cause problems. In 2004, there were 222
prosecutions involving the 29 surviving dai pai dongs in .
Hong Kong. A spokesperson said, ‘Man Yuen noodle
shop could move to a market building where traditional
food culture can be preserved in a cleaner environment.”
Assigtant Tourism Commissioner, Winnie Chung agrees,
She says, ‘We don’t want tourists ta think Hong Kong is
not a clean place.” However, Fred Brown commented
that white the gavernment may have its own ideas about
how o promate Hong Kong to the world, this should not

‘culinary culture’. Similarly, Fred Brown of Mid-Leveis be at the expense of the city's heritage and identity.
thinks the povernment s short-sighted. Ie said, ‘Hong

-Kong doesn’t have many unique and special eating

Part Tweo

— Group Discussion . (Total time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion)

You are a member of your school’s Hlslory Ciub. Your club is planning to hold a display in your school entitled Pm:ew!ng Old
Hong Kong, .

You are meeting to discuss the display. You should think about which parts of Hong Keng’s culture and history to focus on.
You may also like to discuss exactly what to include in the display, ways of collecting material and information and ways of

making the display look attractive.

You do not need to come to o final decision or ta reach a conclusion to your discussion. You showld try to discuss both the
contet and procedures involved in your discussion task. You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any quesiions aboul the instructions or the task you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
yout may discuss them arnong yourselves and that will be an acceptable part of your group discussion, and will he assessed.

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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Preparation Time  (Tofa! time: 10 minutes)

" Part One — Individual Presentations  (1%—2 minutes each)

Read the following possage. You may make notes to use as the basis for your presentation, but should make the presentation in
your own words. If you wish, you can add your own opinions or jdeas.

Save our old buildings

One thing that has always attracted people to
Hong Kong is its uniqueness. 1t is a place of differences
and contrasts where cast meets west and ofd meets new.
Unfortunately though, it appears that Hong Kong’s
distinctiveness and heritage are fast disappearing.

The government's urban rencwal objectives are [o
preserve social networks and area characteristics but this
does not appear to be happening. Almost afl of the
beautiful old colonial buildings in Hong Kong have been
demolished and the government is trying to redevelop old
areas into modern shopping malls and tourist attractions.

Residents of Lee Tung Street, better known as
Wedding Card Street, in Wanchai have been fighting to
retain the character of the street sincc the govermment
announced the plan to tear down the 50-year-old flats and
build a modern retail and residential area. People are
concerned that the unique characteristics of the wedding

card printing industry will disappear. However, the
government said it may eonsider establishing a wedding
card-themed shopping arcade in the new development.
Chan Yao-sheng, who has lived in the street all his life
fears the local community will be destroyed. He says,
‘It's good for old people to stay in their own homes, in
the old neighbourhoods, near their old friends.’

Roger Ho, a local author, is concerned that the
government is destroying our history. He spends his
time lobbying to save histeric sites in Cenmal from
becoming high-rise developments. He says that Central
holds the key to Hong Kong's transformation from 2
sleepy fishing port into &n international financial centre.
“Various sites in the area should be kept because they
represent the real Hong Kong of the past.' He is also
fighting for the survival of the Central Police Station on
Hollywood Road. He says, *The histaric compound
shauld not be tumned into another shopping mall.’

Part Two — Group Discussion  (7otal time: 2 minutes preparation, 10 minutes discussion}

You are a member of your school’s History Club. Your club {s planning 1o hold a display in your school entitled Preserving Old
Hong Kong.

You are meeting to discuss the display. You should think about which parts of Hong Kong’s culture and history 1o focus on.
You may also like to discuss exactly what to include in the disptay, ways of collecting material and information and ways of
making the display look stiractive.

You do not need to come o a final decision or to reach a conclusion io your discussion. You should try to discuss both the
content and procedures imvolved in your discussion task  You cannot take notes or write during the discussion.

The examiners cannot answer any questions about {he instructions or the iask you have to discuss. If you have any questions,
you may discuss thent among yourselves and that wifl be an acceptable port of your group discussion, and wil! be assessed

NOT TO BE TAKEN AWAY
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